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SUMMARY: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took six years to interview more 
than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film has no reference to the Latino contribution. 
The documentary also has an accompanying book and educational materials.   PBS 
officials say, in a news release: Serving our mission to educate and inform, PBSs goal for 
THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so together we can better 
understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years and what we as a 
nation accomplished.  Concerned individuals, including Rivas-Rodriguez and Chavez, 
and dozens across the country, have contacted PBS officials and Burns production 
company (Florentine Films) and told them that THE WAR is incomplete without the 
Latino experience. 
  
Its not enough to include Latinos in the regional outreach that will be done by PBS 
affiliates, said Chavez. The Latino story must be included in the nationally-released 
documentary, which will be broadcast to every American home and classroom. 
 
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. We're working on a better website, but for 
now, here is one place you can get more information, please see: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ 
In the body of this email, you'll find information on  
1. Meetings 
2. Media Attention 
3. Individual/Group Letters to Express Concern 
4. Events/Major developments 
  
1. LATINO REPRESENTATIVES MEET WITH PBS PRESIDENT ON LATINO 
EXCLUSION FROM KEN BURNS WWII DOCUMENTARY.  
The President of the Public Broadcasting System (PBS), Paula A. Kerger, met on 
Tuesday, March 6, 2007 with representatives from the Latino community at their 
headquarters in Arlington, VA, to discuss their concerns and recommendations about the 
exclusion of Latinos from producer Ken Burns forthcoming documentary on World War 
II. Representing the Latino community at the meeting were Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of 
the University of Texas at Austin; Gus Chavez of San Diego; Marta Garcia, co-chair and 
founder of the New York Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition; Angelo 
Falc��f the National Institute for Latino Policy; and Ivan Roman of the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists. PBS was also represented by PBS Board member 
Lionel Sosa, Senior Vice President/Chief TV Programming Executive John F. Wilson, 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/


Chief Content Officer John L. Boland, and Director of Corporate Communications and 
Media Relations Jan McNamara. 
 
To characterize the meeting: it was a frank discussion. The PBS position on this issue at 
this point is:  

•  The Ken Burns 7-part documentary, 6 years in the making, is completed and 
cannot be changed. The idea of PBS telling him to make changes to include 
Latinos would violate Burns artistic independence.  

• PBS is putting resources to promote local programming by its 354  member 
stations around this documentary, the best of which they plan to promote at the 
national level. They are willing to work with the Latino community to make sure 
that the Latino involvement in WWII is addressed in this way.  

The Latino community representatives made the following points:  

•  The exclusion of Latinos from Ken Burns documentary is an insult to our 
community and nothing short of delaying the release of this film until it is edited 
to include Latinos is acceptable.  

• We are willing to meet directly with Ken Burns as an independent producer to 
discuss our concerns and are asking Paula Kerger to facilitate that meeting.  

• Why, if this documentary took six years to complete, did no one at PBS flag this 
problem of Latino exclusion earlier?  

• There is a clear pattern of the neglect of Latinos in other Ken Burns projects 
(Rivas-Rodriguez did mini-content analyses of Baseball and Jazz and the West in 
preparation for this meeting). So why hasnt PBS been sensitive to this problem 
earlier?  

• There are preventive measures that PBS could undertake, if it wished so. 
Independent filmmakers could be required to agree to "clauses of 
inclusion/diversity on contracts, enforcement/oversight  and monitoring, which 
would prevent this from happening with future documentaries supported by PBS.  

 We have given Ms. Kerger one week, until Tuesday, March 13, 2007, at 5 p.m. CST to 
formally respond to us in writing, giving her an opportunity to reconsider her position, 
and also to consider facilitating a meeting with Burns to discuss the editing of the 
documentary to include a Latino perspective.  
 
2. MEDIA ATTENTION. 
a) KPFK, in Southern California, Pocho Hour of Power did an interview on Friday, 
March 2, with Chavez and Rivas-Rodriguez. Here's a link to get to the interview -- the 
hosts are pretty irreverent (poor Ken Burns gets ribbed for his hairstyle -- and so does our 
sad little yahoo group website) but it was also a seriousness to it and a great respect for 
the WWII generation of Latinos and Latinas.  
go to:  
http://kpfk.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2101&Itemid=135&lang
=en  
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Scroll down in the list of programs and then click on the "Podcast | XML" for Pocho 
Hour of Power.  On the page you are taken to, click on the link for the mp3 for 
yesterday's broadcast.   
 
If you want to jump directly to the mp3, try this link  
http://64.27.15.184/parchive/mp3/kpfk_070302_160323pocho.mp3  
b) the Denver Post, did a story on Sunday, March 4, about the issue 
<http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_5335238>. It was written by writer Dick Kreck 
and on the Post's website (Photography & Audio by: Glenn Asakawa 
Produced by: Mateo Leyba) there are wonderful interviews with five of the Denver-area 
WWII Latino vets <go to 
http://www.denverpostplus.com/photoprojects/latinovets/latinovetspost.html> . It was a 
beautiful job that underscores the issue that these men served selflessly and bravely and 
they deserve far better treatment than what PBS and Ken Burns are according them. Gus 
Chavez was interviewed.  
c) Brown Planet Net features the issue on its website at <http://brownplanet.net/> on 
March 8, 2007.  Rafael Collazo interviewed Rivas-Rodriguez. Rafael brings up a major 
point: it is a personal issue to him -- his grandfather, who was also Rafael, was a native of 
Puerto Rico, who proudly served in WWII.  
3. Letters and emails are flying to PBS, Ken Burns and sponsors. . We don't have space 
for all of them, but if you go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ 
you can get an idea of what folks are saying. 
Some of the letters are coming from:  
a) Matt Garcia, Associate Professor, American Civilization, Ethnic Study, and History, 
Brown University 
b) Debbie Salazar, National Chairwoman, American GI Forum, Women's National group.  
c) the AGIF, California State Commander Willie Galvan, also sent a letter, on behalf of 
the AGIF of California.  
d) Frank Gutierrez, a veteran from Imperial Valley, CA., with many relatives in his 
family who served in WWII, wrote a beautiful letter  
e) there are lots of other individual letters... you may find them at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ 
 
5. Book Signing in SAn Diego, sometime in May... details of that to come.  
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