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SUMMARY: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took six years to interview more 
than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film has no reference to the Latino contribution. 
The documentary also has an accompanying book and educational materials.   PBS 
officials say, in a news release: “Serving our mission to educate and inform, PBS’s goal 
for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so together we can better 
understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years and what we as a 
nation accomplished.”  Concerned individuals, including Rivas-Rodriguez and Chavez, 
and dozens across the country, have contacted PBS officials and Burns’ production 
company (Florentine Films) and told them that THE WAR is incomplete without the 
Latino experience. 
 
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our new website at 
defendthehonor.org 
 
1. Letters/ResolutionsExpressing Concern 
2. Media Attention 
3. Events/Major developments 
  
1. Letters 
a) The American GI Forum took a strong position, calling for several actions, including 
a boycott of  PBS and local affiliates; a Congressional investigation to examine whether 
"all existing and proposed new programming is non-discriminatory and inclusive of the 
Latino experience in the country; "  a refraining of sponsorships for any other PBS 
productions until the Latino WWII experience is included in the WWII documentary. 
 
b) The Congressional Hispanic Caucus issued a news release, with a letter to PBS 
President and CEO Paula Kerger. In the letter, the CHC said: "We feel that Hispanics are 
also among the 'ordinary men and women,' and that they too tell the 'history and horror of 
World War II' through their experiences and stories." 
The letter closes: "For PBS to air a documentary without this mention would be a 
disservice to its viewers and the Hispanic community.  Should this be the case, as 
Members of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, we encourage PBS to not air this 
documentary until this omission is corrected.  We would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this further." 
 
2. Media Attention. 
a) The San Diego Union-Tribune's John Wilkens did an article on Sat., 3-17-07.  It 
closes:  



 
        Although Burns often stresses that he is a filmmaker, not a historian, Chavez pointed 
to the popularity and influence of earlier documentaries and said “The War” is likely to 
wind up in schools and libraries.  
        "Our concern is our proper place in recorded history,” Chavez said 
The story can found at: 
http://www.signonsandiego.com/uniontrib/20070317/news_1m17burns.html 
 
b) NPR' Fresh Air interviewed Ken Burns, and included Q & A about the Latino issue.  
He said,  
"I think the way we constructed it sort of renders a little bit of the protest moot. I mean I 
can understand, particularly in the Hispanic community, after 500 years of having so 
much of their history marginalized (on) this continent, how important it is to be told. But 
we knew going in that we weren't going to be able to tell the whole story and in fact we 
limited the film to four geographically distributed towns and a handful of people from 
those towns. And we're actually not, with the exception of Japanese Americans and to a 
much lesser extent African Americans, who had an amazingly different kind of American 
experience, i.e. they were interned and in segregated regiments, looking for any type of 
people in the film. We were looking for universal human experience of battle, of what 
was it like to be in that war and not try to cover every group. We left out lots of people in 
many, many different kinds of groups because we weren't looking at it in that way." 
 
Listen to his interview at: 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=8926390&sc=emaf  
 
c) PBS's omsbudsman, Michael  

Getler, wrote about the controversy, and included some emails and letters 
he has received about it. Getler notes:  

"...What interests me most among the critical public statements, and the questions 
and criticisms raised by viewers in letters to me, is whether, during the six years of 
production, anyone did actually think about the Hispanic veterans. And if the honest 
answer is no, or not much, then these protests ought to remind us all, if any 
reminder is necessary in such a diverse and complex country as this one, that new 
thinking is always required. It may be that nothing would have changed, but having 
thought about it at least makes for fuller and more open explanation and challenge. 
" 
Read Getler's column at:  
http://www.pbs.org/ombudsman/2007/03/prewar_combat.html 
 
3. defendthehonor.org -- The Defend The Honor Campaign has a nice website now. 
The sponsor is the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project. This website 
will be a central place to announce new developments, allow interested persons to 
subscribe to updates, give contact information for organizations and individuals 
who should listen to concerns. It will also provide downloadable flyers that can be 
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printed and disseminated, templates for letters, a listing of what people can do. 
 
The U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project is soliciting tax-deductible 
donations to pay for costs related to pay for its efforts in the Defend the Honor 
Campaign. (Please know that other organizations will be raising their own funds for 
their own outreach efforts.) 
 
The funds raised by the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project will be 
used to pay for domain names and privacy protections, the website development  
and upkeep (we wanted something that could be done quickly and professionally), 
mailings related to this effort, additional research into other documentaries, to 
provide data about the inclusion, or not, of Latino contributions. 
 
Please make out checks to: 
UT Austin 
with a notation that it is for the Latino/a WWII Project, DTH campaign.  
Or go the defendthehonor.org website to make a donation with a credit card, via the 
University of Texas' website. 
 
The U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project has, since its earliest days in 
1999, promoted the inclusion of the Latino & Latina WWII perspective in books, 
exhibits, conferences, panel discussions, news articles.  The Defend the Honor 
campaign is only the latest of the project's long list of efforts.  
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