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SUMMARY: This week, NCLR president Janet Murgia wrote an eloquent and very 
direct letter to PBS chairman Paula Kerger. That letter has been circulated to all of 
NCLR's board of directors, its 300 Affiliates across the country, with copies going out to 
the NCLR's  corporate board of advisors, which includes several Burns/PBS 
underwriters. Murgia's letter, which can be found on the defendthehonor.org website, 
under "letters from organizations," notes: "PBS' behavior in this matter follows an 
unfortunate, long-standing pattern of virtually ignoring the nation's 44 million Latinos, 
the largest minority in the U.S.... At a time when PBS' budget is under close scrutiny and 
with four members of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus on the Appropriations 
Committee, your decision to exclude Latinos from one of the most anticipated and touted 
series appears both untimely and unwise." 
 
Also, more media attention in the Orlando Sun-Sentinel, the Laredo Morning Times, 
Latino Heat. 
 
BACKGROUND: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took six years to interview more 
than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film has no reference to the Latino contribution. 
The documentary also has an accompanying book and educational materials.   PBS 
officials say, in a news release: “Serving our mission to educate and inform, PBS’s goal 
for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so together we can better 
understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years and what we as a 
nation accomplished.”  Concerned individuals, including Rivas-Rodriguez and Chavez, 
and dozens across the country, have contacted PBS officials and Burns’ production 
company (Florentine Films) and told them that THE WAR is incomplete without the 
Latino experience. 
 
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our new website at 
defendthehonor.org 
 
1. Letters/ResolutionsExpressing Concern 
2. Media Attention 
3. Events/Major developments 
 
1. Letters/ResolutionsExpressing Concern 
Besides the NCLR and the Congressional Hispanic Caucus letters, there were also several 
from individuals to either PBS or Ken Burns. Col. Gilberto Trevino, of San Antonio 
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(Ret.), a WWII veteran who served at Iwo Jima as part of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marine 
Reg., 3rd Marine Div., 3rd Marine Div., Writes Dr. Trevino ."... you are perpetuatingthe 
racial bigotry and discriminationthat has no place in today's perception of our (Latino) 
contributions to our country's WWII victory."  
 
Media Attention 
a. The Sun-Sentinel in South Florida columnist Guillermo Martinez writes a column in 
the Thursday, March 22, paper. Martinez, says:  "PBS still has time to rethink its 
response. It should do the right thing. Those who died in defense of this country 
deserve better!" See his story at: http://www.sun-
sentinel.com/news/opinion/columnists/sfl-gmcol222mar22,0,3587549.column 
 
b. Laredo Morning-Times writer Tricia Cortez, writes about the issue, in the Sunday, 
March 18, paper -- Tricia gets an interview with PBS spokesman Lee Sloan and with 
Burns publicist Joe DePlasco. She quotes Laredo World War II Gil Treviño: "This 
infuriating... Anybody who omits Hispanics from World War II doesn’t know what he’s 
talking about and hasn’t researched the subject enough,” he said.  Treviño is a decorated 
Marine who fought on the island of Iwo Jima and later became the first military 
veterinary officer and first Mexican-American to receive a Ph.D. in veterinary pathology. 
See her story at 
http://www.lmtonline.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=18095249&BRD=2290&PAG=461&d
ept_id=569392&rfi=6 
 
c.Latin Heat Online Rey Santos http://latinheat.com/news.php?nid=1061 wrote a 
column about the controversy. Santos says:  
"Over five hundred thousand Latino men and women participated in WW II, earning 
twelve Medals of Honor, the highest award for valor in combat, and a host of other 
decorations for gallantry. However, this sacrifice by the courageous Latinos, men and 
women, will be nonexistent in Burns’ The War because as he said '… we weren’t looking 
at it in that way.'"   
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email: mrivas@mail.utexas.edu 
 
Also: Director, U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project 
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
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