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SUMMARY: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took six years to interview more 
than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film has no reference to the Latino contribution. 
The documentary also has an accompanying book and educational materials.   PBS 
officials say, in a news release: Serving our mission to educate and inform, PBSs goal for 
THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so together we can better 
understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years and what we as a 
nation accomplished.  Concerned individuals, including Rivas-Rodriguez and Chavez, 
and dozens across the country, have contacted PBS officials and Burns production 
company (Florentine Films) and told them that THE WAR is incomplete without the 
Latino experience. 
  
It’s not enough to include Latinos in the regional outreach that will be done by PBS 
affiliates, said Chavez. The Latino story must be included in the nationally-released 
documentary, which will be broadcast to every American home and classroom. 
 
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. For more information, please see: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ 
 
 
1. KEN BURNS MEETS CONCERNED PATRIOTS 
Armando Rendon and Gus Chavez, longtime activists from California, attended a 
preview of The War at the Castro Theater in San Francisco on Thursday night, March 1.  
Gus and Armando say there was no Q & A time afterward, and that the audience was (by 
and large -- certainly not Gus and Armando) enthralled. But both got in line, separately, 
to shake Burns' hand afterward and both asked him about the Latino omission. 
He told them that the film also didn't focus on other groups like Native Americans, 
Germans, homosexuals, etc. Both let him Burns know that there was widespread 
disappointment with the omission and that he would certainly be hearing more about it. 
 
2. MEDIA ATTENTION 
a) El Diario/La Prensa in New York ran an editorial on 2-28-07. Here's what it had to 
say: 
Latinos missing in action in WWII film 
EDITORIAL - 02/28/2007 

For more than 20 years, Ken Burns has told American history and stories through 
gripping documentaries. His latest project, six years in the making, is on World War II, as 
experienced by 40 U.S. veterans, relatives of soldiers and other individuals. The 14-hour 
documentary will air as a seven-part series this fall on PBS.  
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EL DIARIO/LA PRENSA viewed excerpts of the documentary.  They were powerful 
and moving, and promise to shift the imagination of WWII from a glorious saga to a 
complex reflection on that devastating period.  
 
But more moving is the absence of Latinos in the film`s 40 testimonies. That invisibility 
is already generating a growing controversy among Latino historians, journalists and 
veterans. And rightfully so.  
 
On the WW II battlefront, Latino soldiers fought and sacrificed their lives. Latinas served 
in the Women`s Army Corps and were among the workers in munitions and other 
factories supporting the U.S. war effort. Many Latinos played critical roles in WW II, 
even when intense racism was offering them every reason to lose faith in democracy.  
 
Through grants, PBS says it will encourage local stations to create companion pieces that 
could be considered for national airing. But these pieces, if they even cover Latinos, 
would have a small fraction of the length, resources and airtime of the Burns project.  
 
The Burns team hopes to trigger a conversation with the WWII presentation. However, a 
heated debate has already started several months before the projects airing, which 
ironically begins during Hispanic Heritage Month. We strongly urge the Burns team to 
make sure that Latinos are seen and heard. The American experience includes Latinos 
and that fact should be etched in our national consciousness, not erased from it.  
b) Carlos Guerra wrote a third column that appeared in the San Antonio Express-News. 
His previous column, published on 2-9-07, has been picked up throughout the country. If 
you google Burns and Latinos, you'll find websites where it has been posted.  
 
c) Editorial cartoon from Hector Curriel -- this was published in Hispanic Link Weekly 
Report. Hector is a a free-lance graphic artist who regularly contributes to Hispanic Link 
Weekly Report. He can be reached at <hcurriel777@yahoo.com>. Hector’s cartoon is 
attached. 
 
d) Lalo Alcaraz, creator of La Cucaracha comic strip, interviewed Gus and me by phone 
on Friday, 3-2-07, on the Pocho Hour of Power, on KPFK Radio 90.7fm, which is 
Southern Californias leading English-language Latino public affairs program.  Lalo and 
his co-host are usually pretty irreverent -- and they were here, but deadly serious about 
needing to include Latinos in the Burns documentary.  
 
3. INDIVIDUALS VOICING CONCERNS TO PBS--These are just some of the ones 
that have been forwarded to us. You can read the whole letter at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ under files, as well as messages.  
a) Congressman Bob Filner, D-CA, sent a strongly worded letter to PBS president and 
CEO Paula Kerger. Filner, who chairs the Veterans Affairs Committee, noted that in 
California, more than 50 percent of the schoolchildren K-12 are Latino and that they need 
to know about the contributions of Latinos and Latinas of the WWII generation. 
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b) UC, Berkeley professor Ron Takaki, also wrote a letter to PBS' Paula Kerger. And he 
sent her a copy of his book: Double Victory: A Multicultural History of America in 
World War II addresses and contact information are available at the yahoo groups site set 
up at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ 
 
An excerpt from Ron's letter: "As a publicly-financed culture-making institution, PBS has 
an acute responsibility to make certain that it does not reproduce the Master Narrative in 
any of its programs. Inadvertant omission of minorities is no excuse. The unintended 
negative consequences of Burns monumental documentary on The War would be 
widespread and long lasting."  
You can see Ron's letter in its entirety at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Latinos_In_WWII/ 
 
4. MEETING WITH PBS -- Scheduled for Tuesday morning at PBS headquarters in 
Arlington, Virginia. 
 
5. BOOK-SIGNING IN WASHINGTON, DC, MONDAY EVENING, MARCH 5th 
from 5 -6:30 p.m.-- To help defray the costs of our DC trip, as well as to meet with our 
supporters and well-wishers in the DC area, we'll be holding a book-signing event in 
Washington on Monday night, March 5, in the library of the City Club of  Washington @ 
Franklin Square 1300 I Street, N.W.,  Washington,  DC  (between 13th and 14th streets) . 
Laura Ramirez Drain, president of the Hispanic Professional Womens Association-DC, is 
the contact at (202) 250-0887 . Sponsors include HISPANIC LINK NEWS SERVICE, 
the National Association of Hispanic Journalists and the Hispanic Professional 
Womens Association-DC. Sponsorship entails lending your organization's name, and 
getting the word out, via email. The time is short, so it will entail phone calling, etc. For 
sale will be the book, A Legacy Greater than Words: Stories of U.S. Latinos & Latinas of 
the WWII Generation ($30 in cash or check made out to the University of Texas at 
Austin). All proceeds go to the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project. Gus 
and I will also be on hand to discuss the Burns Documentary and possible strategies for 
the future. Please contact me with commitments (and make sure you have the OK of the 
group) to add your organization to our list of sponsors.  
 
There will be more coming up -- probably mid-week... 
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