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Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 
Documentary 

April 24, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 
Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 

http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
You can still interview your friends & relatives, or provide a Tribute for those who 

have passed on.  

Quote of the week: from PBS ombudsman Michael Getler:  
"Burns and PBS, after meeting with Hispanic groups and activists, agreed that additional 
content will be created and added within what PBS called the “footprint” of the 
program. That is a terrible word that nobody understands except TV insiders and conveys 
the sense of not really leveling with people. That’s my view, anyway. What it means is 
that new material will be included in the air time that the programs are allotted but will 
not be included in the already completed original film."   
 
SUMMARY: Last week, PBS announced it was hiring Latino documentarian Hector 
Galan to work with  Ken Burns and Lynn Novick to incorporate a Latino perspective to 
The War, the 14-hour documentary about Americans in WWII. Galan was introduced at a 
meeting in Washington, D.C., with several organizations and representatives of PBS, 
CPB, elected federal officials Ken Burns. The meeting, Tuesday morning, April  17, 
lasted for nearly two hours and Burns explained his vision and his ideas for the inclusion 
of the Latino perspective. Galan discussed his own initial impressions of how he might 
contribute to The War. The understanding was that the Latino experience would be 
integrated in a seamless way. A second working meeting with Galan, Burns, Novick, 
Kerger and Gus Chavez and Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of the Defend the Honor 
campaign, was held later in the day. That meeting began to flesh out other ideas. 
 
On  Wednesday, April 18, the Congressional Hispanic Caucus held a round-table with 
several organizations involved in the Ken Burns issue. Congressman Ciro Rodriguez, D-
San Antonio, asked for recommendations of the various groups.  
 
A story in the Washington Post on Wednesday led with the sentence: "Filmmaker Ken 
Burns agreed yesterday to re-cut his PBS documentary on World War II to include 
footage about the contributions of latio and American Indian service members -- and not 
to present the material apart from his 14 1/2-hour series." But in the next day's Post, the 
story was that Burns would not recut the film. 
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Rivas-Rodriguez on Friday spoke to Lynn Novick and asked for clarification. But the 
explanations by Novick, and by Kerger, in a letter later on Friday to various people 
asking for clarification were anything but. So, until the explanations go beyond the 
technical, the Defend the Honor core group is urging individuals to continue voicing 
their concerns.  
 
The Defend the Honor core group expects that that this week, Galan will have a firmer 
understanding of how much change will be incorporated and what form that inclusion 
will take. It will take its cues from Galan, an Austinite  who has distinguished himself 
with excellent pro  
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