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Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 

Documentary 
April 29, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 
Quote of the week: "Before us is a vital opportunity to tell a story that has been passed 

over for far too long. Without fully integrating this story of [Latinos'] sacrifice and 
distinction, "The War" will be a disappointment to the American Hispanic community for 
generations to come." --Congressional Hispanic Caucus, in letter to Paula Kerger, April 

20, 2007. 

1. Letters/ResolutionsExpressing Concern 
2. Media Attention 
3. Events/Major developments -- Rivas-Rodriguez in San Diego, California, May 25 -- 
read down at the end. 
 
SUMMARY:  This week, Ken Burns faced questions in Los Angeles, Sacramento and 
Dallas, at showings of his documentary, as well as at speeches. In LA, there were a few 
pickets, as there were in Dallas. The Dallas event was covered by local print publications. 
The Defend the Honor core group is giving Hector Galan, the Latino documentarian hired 
by PBS to help integrate the new material into The War, a few days to assess the 
feasibility of doing so. We would like to give PBS and Ken Burns every opportunity to 
do the right thing, before shutting the door on them. 
 
The Congressional Hispanic Caucus sent PBS CEO and president Paula Kerger a 
letter...(See quote above.) 
 
And a group of New York State Legislators expressed  "disappointment and dismay" at 
the exclusion. "Because so much has been invested and the project is so expansive in 
length, it is unlikely if PBS and/or the National Endowment will soon finance a new 
World War II production on this scale." 
 
Several newspapers ran stories about the controversy, including a story in the Sunday, 
April 29 edition of the San Antonio Express-News, which interviewed Hector Galan, the 
documentarian hired to incorporte the Latino perspective into The War.  
 
BACKGROUND: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took six years to interview more 
than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
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in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film has no reference to the Latino con  
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