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have passed on.  

Dear Friends, 
This update is a little different, as we need to give you a quick response... I'll have 
another update no later than Monday night, with news articles surrounding this issue. 
 
We know many of you are wondering where we are on this. As you will see from the 
public statement below, we still have critical questions which were not addressed by a 
news release from the American GI Forum, the Hispanic Association of Corporate 
Responsibility (HACER) and Ken Burn's production company, Florentine Films. If the 
statement that those three parties have come to an agreement, we would like to see what 
exactly the agreement is. We do not know if our concerns -- about specifics concerning 
how the Latino perspective will be included, and whether it is meaningful -- were 
addressed. Until we are satisfied, we will continue to seek those answers.  And we're not 
alone, other Latino leaders who also were not party to this agreement with the GI Forum 
and the HACER, are also looking for a copy of that agreement. 
 
Also, we're including within the body of this email, the letter we have sent to Paula 
Kerger, CEO and president of PBS. She told me in a telephone conversation this morning 
that she hopes to provide further answers within the next two weeks -- giving Burns and 
company time to develop their production. She also said that PBS is beginning 
conversations with the National Association of Latino Independent Producers to find a 
director for a mega documentary on the Latino contributions through all wars. So far, 
PBS has available, for national airing in the fall at least three documentaries on the Latino 
experience, including one by Carlos Sandoval, called Class Apart, a documentary about 
the Mexican American civil-rights movement. Sandoval was the coproducer/director of 
Farmingville, which a Special Jury Prize at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival.  
 
With that, I wish you all a great weekend, and I will have an update with the many 
articles surrounding this issue coming out no later than Monday. 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez 
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