
 
Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 

Documentary 
May 15, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 

Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  

You can still interview your friends & relatives, or provide a Tribute for those who 
have passed on.  

Quote of the week, in the New York Daily News from Bobby Sanabria, New York 
Jazz percussionist and educator:  
"Burns doesn't even acknowledge we [Latinos] existed in Jazz... He's a serial eraser of 
Latinos."  
 
 
SUMMARY: The past two weeks have included several news treatments. As supporters 
will recall, last week, there was an announcement by the American GI Forum, the 
Hispanic Association of Corporate Responsibility and Florentine Films, Ken Burns 
documentary, that Latinos would be included in The War. Our grassroots effort, Defend 
the Honor, continues to press for answers as to how the Latino voices will be included, 
and how much of a presence Latinos will have. We have asked PBS CEO and president 
for further clarification and will get an update from her next week. 
 
In the meantime, the issue continues to heat up. Emails and phone calls from supporters 
around the country indicate that folks are ready to demonstrate their displeasure.  Plans 
are underway to make up buttons and other items for the Defend the Honor 
campaign; the campaign got its first $100 anonymous donation from a Texas WWII 
veteran. If you wish to make a donation to create a greater awareness of the Latino 
contribution to WWII, please send an email to: info@defendthehonor.org 
 
The issue was the subject of stories in the news media last week, and again, this week, 
including : the PBS News Hour with Jim Lehrer; in the New York Daily News, in the San 
Antonio Express-News; Hispanic Link Weekly Report; the Dallas Morning News, the 
New York Times, Washington Post and others. Read excerpts from stories below -- and 
make sure to read all the way down to Jorge Mariscal's column in Hispanic Link. 
 
UPCOMING EVENT: Friday, May 25, in San Diego,  please join us noon-3 p.m.,  at 
the Veterans Museum & Memorial Center next to Balboa Park and across the street from 
the Centro Cultural De La Raza. The address is 2115 Park Boulevard, San Diego. 
  
The presentation will be an excellent way to begin the observance of Memorial Day. 
Together we can pay tribute to the thousands of Latinos and Latinas who participated in 
World War II. Many of our veteranos sacrificed their lives while many more were 
wounded in defense of our country. This is a special day of remembrance especially 
given the Ken Burns/PBS controversy surrounding the exclusion of Latinos in the 
upcoming Ken Burns WWII documentary. 
  

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/


Come and meet Gus Chavez and Dr. Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, core leaders of DEFEND 
THE HONOR Campaign.  
 
BACKGROUND:  
THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in September on PBS. 
Director Ken Burns and associates took six years to interview more than 40 individuals in 
four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; 
and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals in those communities, 
with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese Americans and 
African Americans. The film has no reference to the Latino contribution. The 
documentary also has an accompanying book and educational materials.   PBS officials 
say, in a news release: Serving our mission to educate and inform, PBSs goal for THE 
WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so together we can better understand 
what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years and what we as a nation 
accomplished.  Concerned individuals ,have contacted PBS officials and Burns 
production company (Florentine Films) and told them that THE WAR is incomplete 
without the Latino experience. 
 
This email is part of a regular update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our new website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
MEDIA ATTENTION: 
1.  Austin American-Statesman TV critic Diane Holloway addressed the issue in the 
May 15, 2007, paper. Holloway writes: 
"Rivas-Rodriguez also believes Burns has been oblivious to Latinos and Latino history. 
But she points out that he's not the only one with a blind spot regarding Latinos in World 
War II.  
"'I kind of understand,' Rivas-Rodriguez says. 'When you look at World War II projects, 
often Latinos are left out. Tom Brokaw's book doesn't look at the Latino experience; 
'Saving Private Ryan' doesn't mention it. The Latino perspective keeps getting left out. At 
some point you have to say, enough is enough. This is the first time there's been a huge 
public outcry.'"  
Go to: 
http://www.austin360.com/news/content/tv/stories/2007/05/0515tvcolumn.html 
Or see it on www.defendthehonor.org 
 
2. Hispanic Link Weekly Report's Rebecca Aman, reports (May 14, 2007)on the 
agreement made between the American GI Forum and the Hispanic Association on 
Corporate Responsibility (HACR) and Florentine Films, in which Ken Burns agrees that 
the Latino perspective should be included.  The Link quotes Defend the Honor organizer 
Gus Chavez, that the campaign remains skeptical because Burns "has engaged in so much 
doubletalk over the last few months." 
See the complete story at defendthehonor.org 
 
3. San Antonio Express-News columnist Carlos Guerra also wrote about the latest 

http://www.austin360.com/news/content/tv/stories/2007/05/0515tvcolumn.html
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http://www.defendthehonor.org/


announcement (May 11, 2007). Guerra quotes Hector Galan, the Austin documentarian 
who was brought on board by Burns to include the Latino perspective. Galan says that he 
doesn't know how the pieces will be included: 
"As far as placement and all those concerns, I have been asking but no one can give me a 
clear answer," he said. "And it isn't just that it's Ken's decision, it also involves 
scheduling at PBS. Is it going to make the show longer?" 
Go to  
http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/columnists/cguerra/stories/MYSA0512.01B.guerra.
35aea15.html, or Or see the complete story at defendthehonor.org 
 
4. New York Daily News columnist Juan Gonzalez also addressed the issue on May 11, 
2007. Gonzalez quotes New York jazz musician and professor Bobby Sanabria, who was 
among those outraged about Burns' Jazz documentary, which largely exluded Latinos:  
"Burns doesn't even acknowledge we [Latinos] existed in Jazz," Sanabria said. "He's a 
serial eraser of Latinos."  
"When you have 19 hours, you'd expect the definitive work," Sanabria said. "Latinos 
were there from the freakin' beginning of jazz in New Orleans, and he gave us less than 
three minutes." 
To see the entire column, go to: 
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/col/gonzalez/index.html 
Or, see the complete story at defendthehonor.org 
 
5. The PBS News Hour with Jim Lehrer interviewed Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez about 
the issue on May 14, 2007. Rivas-Rodriguez agreed that Burns has every right to produce 
his work as he sees fit. But it is up to PBS to decide whether the work meets the editorial 
standards and guidelines, regarding diversity, and accuracy, of PBS, as written on the 
PBS website. The issue has exposed some substantial weaknesses in the system, most 
notably, why PBS had not flagged the lack of Latinos at some point earlier in the 6-year 
production period. 
 Listen to the program at: http://pbs-newshour.onstreammedia.com/cgi-
bin/visearch?user=pbs-
newshour&template=play220ram.html&query=ken+burns&squery=%2BClipID%3A4+
%2BVideoAsset%3Apbsnh051407&inputField=undefined&ccstart=2405548&ccend=32
57589&videoID=pbsnh051407 
 
 
6. Dallas Morning News' editorial writer Ana Barrera Waggoner write about the 
issue on May 3, 2007. 
she says:  
"That Ken Burns did it without a single Latino voice without taking into account some 
half a million Hispanics who fought in the war was unacceptable.  
That he and PBS recognized this omission and are moving to rectify it is admirable.  
Precedent-setting?  
Yes. It lays the groundwork for future PBS projects bringing into focus the realities of 
this country's changing demographics and the responsibilities for any others who follow. 
" 
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See the entire column at www.defendthehonor.org 
 
6A. Ron Dreher, writing an opposing viewpoint for The Dallas Morning News, calls 
the demands made by the Defend the Honor campaign, and the other groups "identity 
politics":  
"Mr. Burns argues that when working in public television, one has to take the views of 
the public into consideration. That's true. If taxpayers don't want to pay for this or that 
kind of art, they shouldn't have to even Ken Burns documentaries. But once a publicly 
funded artwork is approved, both art and artist must be protected from political 
interference." 
See the entire column at www.defendthehonor.org 
 
7. Ruben Navarette, columnist for the San Diego Union-Tribune, addressed the issue:   
"PBS has added insult to insult and bungled this whole affair, just as surely as Burns 
seems to have bungled the telling of an important story. Both parties should make it right, 
and there's only one way to do that. Re-edit this film, and tell this history the way it really 
happened." 
Go to: http://cfx.signonsandiego.com/news/op-ed/navarrette/20070502-9999-
lz1e2navarret.html 
See the entire column at www.defendthehonor.org 
 
8. Paul Farhi, of the Washington Post,  covered the news development on May 3, in 
which Burns reached an agreement with the American GI Forum and the Hispanic 
Association on Corporate Responsibility. Farhi writes:  
"The agreement between Burns's production company, Florentine Films, and the two 
Latino groups appears crafted to enable both sides to declare victory in the long-running 
war over "The War," which is scheduled to air on PBS in September.". 
 
9. New York Times reporter Elizabeth  Jensen wrote a story about an "emotional" 
meeting between members of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, PBS and the CPB. 
Caucus chairman Joe Baca was adamant that Burns re-edit the film to include the stories 
of Latinos. The reporter writes:  
"Mr. Burns said there was no chance that the film would be re-edited. 'It would be 
destructive, like trying to graft an arm onto your child,' he said. 'It would destroy the 
film.'" 
Go to: http://freepress.net/news/22985 
Or see it at www.defendthehonor.org 
 
10. Jorge Mariscal, writing a column for the Hispanic Link Syndicate, responded to 
Burn's statement:  
"Any decent writer or filmmaker not blinded by ego knows that any text or film thought to 
be finished can be reopened and revised without the slightest negative impact on overall 
tone and structure. It might actually get better.  
"To think otherwise displays either a total lack of creative imagination or a stubborn 
refusal to listen to other voices, or both.  
"A film is not a child. And if it were, no one is asking Burns to attach a third arm." 
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See the entire column at defendthehonor.org 
Or see it at www.defendthehonor.org 
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******************************************************** 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, School of Journalism 
University of Texas at Austin 
1 University Station A1000 
Austin, Texas, 78712 
 
email: mrivas@mail.utexas.edu 
 
Also: Director, U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project 
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
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