
 
 

Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 
Documentary 

July 11, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 
Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 

http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
You can still interview your friends & relatives, or provide a Tribute for those who 

have passed on.  
 

Quote of the Week: "Ken Burns did us a favor... If he had included us, it would have 
been a footnote. But now there's more attention.  

People need to know about the many sacrifices Latinos made for this country."  
--From Bill Luna, former Green Beret and head of the Museum of Mexican Culture 

and History, Chicago Sun-Times, July 4, 2007. 
 

WEBCAST ON OUR DEFENDTHEHONOR.ORG SITE NEXT WEEK... SEE 
BELOW FOR DETAILS. 
 
WE HAD MORE VOLUNTEERS STEP FORWARD TO REPRESENT THE 
DEFEND THE HONOR effort. PLEASE STEP FORWARD -- AND IT WILL 
TAKE MORE THAN ONE PERSON IN LOCAL AREAS TO CREATE AN 
AWARENESS OF THIS EFFORT AND CAMPAIGN... See section below to view 
the expanding list of local reps... PLEASE send an email to 
info@defendthehonor.org, or call (512) 471-1924.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: JULY EVENTS: 
Wednesday, July 11 Los Angeles-- Special Screening, THE WAR, 6 PM - Reception, 
7:30 - Screening; Followed by a Q&A; Location: The Wadsworth Theatre, 11301 
Wilshire Blvd.; Los Angeles, CA, Admission is free, but RSVP mandatory. Call 
(323)953-5238 to RSVP 
 
July 9-14, CHICAGO -- Defend the Honor's will be represented at the League of United 
Latin American Citizens (LULAC) national convention in Chicago, IL., from July 9-14. 
Come by and see a slide show of some of the thousands of photographs that have been 
collected through the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project, get some 
trading cards with stories about the men and women of the WWII generation who have 
been interviewed, or a beautiful collector's button (limited supply). 
 
July 19 WEBCAST -- Please join Defend the Honor on Thursday, July 19, from to 7 
to 8 p.m. CST (That's 8-9 on the East Coast and 5-6 on the West Coast), for a 
discussion of the PBS documentary. The webcast will originate in Austin, with Maggie 
Rivas-Rodriguez. Satellite locations are tentatively planned in San Diego, with Gus 
Chavez, and in New York or Washington, DC with Marta Garcia, Angelo Falcon and/or 
Ivan Roman. The Defend the Honor webcast will be streaming video (using Quick Time, 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/


which will be available for download free on the Defend the Honor website), and will 
also be archived on the website for later viewing. Details to come.  
 
July 21-24, MIAMI -- Then, on July 21-24, look for the Defend the Honor at the 
National Council of La Raza's (NCLR) national convention in Miami, FL.  
 
SUMMARY: The Defend the Honor campaign has received  a $5,000 donation from a 
couple, who wish to remain anonymous. They tell us that they are "very proud" of the 
work we are doing on this issue. And we are very grateful to them. We will put that 
money into supporting the Defend the Honor efforts, making up more buttons which our 
local representatives (see the list at the end of this update) will distribute and our staff and 
volunteers will make available at various conferences and other functions.  We are also 
very appreciative of the many other donations that have been coming in -- the money is 
certainly needed, but the donations and the accompanying notes buoy our spirits and give 
us much "animo." (encouragement). So thank you and we'll keep working diligently. 
 
Local  Reps: More people have signed up to represent Defend the Honor in various 
locations. They will be making presentations at meetings, distributing flyers and creating 
a greater awareness about the contributions of Latinos & Latinas in WWII.  See the end 
of this note for a complete list. 
 
Communications with PBS and Ken Burns:  The Defend the Honor campaign has 
decided not to participate in meetings with PBS President and CEO Paula Kerger, to 
discuss long-standing problems within the organization. That meeting is scheduled for 
July 17th in Washington to discuss longstanding deficiencies within PBS as it relates to 
Latinos. The DTH's main focus since the first emails regarding this issue began flying in 
mid-January, was the documentary. To that end, it will continue working on that issue 
and leave the PBS issue to others who are more knowledgeable.  
 
DTH, along with other groups, is requesting a meeting with Ken Burns.  
 
Media attention: During this period includes an article in PODER, another one in the 
San Gabriel Valley (Calif.).  
 
BACKGROUND: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took  more than six years to 
interview more than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; 
Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary 
features individuals in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special 
consideration: Japanese Americans and African Americans. The film originally had no 
reference to the Latino contribution. The documentary also has an accompanying book 
and educational materials.   PBS officials say, in a news release: "Serving our mission to 
educate and inform, PBS's goal for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom 
-- so together we can better understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult 
years and what we as a nation accomplished."  In response, letters of protest have been 
sent to PBS and Ken Burns, as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and 



major sponsors, including Anheuser-Busch and General Motors. PBS announced in April 
that Ken Burns had reconsidered his approach, which had omitted Latinos, and now 
would include them. PBS also announced it had hired Austin documentarian Hector 
Galan to help in adding the materials. Burns reiterated that commitment on April 17th, at 
a Washington, DC meeting with several Latino organizations and public officials. But 
subsequently his camp said the film would be changed, but not re-edited, raising concerns 
and doubts about how substantial the inclusion would be. In May, Burns met privately 
with the American GI Forum and HACR and the three parties announced they had 
reached an agreement about the inclusion. Questions remain, however, about how the 
material will be included, and how meaningful it will be. Defend the Honor is allied with 
several other Latino organizations, national, regional and local, including HACR and the 
American GI Forum, to address those issues. 
  
The Defend the Honor campaign is a grassroots effort representing thousands of 
individuals, members of dozens of organizations. The campaign's core organizers are 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of Austin, Texas; Gus Chavez, of San Diego; Marta Garcia, 
of the New York Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition; Angelo Falcon, with 
the National Institute for Latino Policy in New York, and Ivan Roman, with the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists. Its mission is to create a greater awareness of the 
contributions of the Latino WWII generation, specifically as it applies to the upcoming 
PBS documentary.  
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
Media Attention:  
 
1. Chicago Sun-Times' ran a story on July 4, 2007, by staff writer Esther J. Cepeda, in 
which she interviews Chicago-area Latinos, including WWII veterans. Cepeda writes that 
not much attention had been paid the Latino community, until Ken Burns left them out of 
The War.  She quotes Bill Luna, a former Green Beret and a professor of Chicano history 
at Indiana University (who has conducted several interviews for the U.S. Latino & Latina 
WWII Project over the years.  
See the story at http://www.suntimes.com/news/455393,CST-NWS-vets04.article 
Or go to defendthehonor.org. 
 
Local Representatives for Defend the Honor:  
 
Midwest --  
Illinois -- Bill Luna, , a former Green Beret and a professor of Chicano history at Indiana 
University (who has conducted several interviews for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII 
Project over the years) and who operates Chicago's Museum of Mexican Culture and 
History.  
 
Kansas--Celestina Tunie Caudillo-Sparman, near Wichita, Kansas, whose father is 
both a WWII and a Korean War veteran, has volunteered to be a Defend the Honor 

http://www.suntimes.com/news/455393,CST-NWS-vets04.article


representative. Tunie will be distributing flyers and buttons in her area. (Within four 
hours of volunteering to help the Defend the Honor campaign, Tunie had already sold 20 
buttons, sight unseen! That's what you call a motivated lady!) Rudy Padilla of Eastern 
Kansas, a retired federal employee, will be working in his area.  
 
Michigan-- Juan Marinez, of East Lansing, MI, who has done, and continues to do great 
interviews for the WWII Project. 
 
Wisconsin-- Ernesto Chacon will be representing Defend the Honor in Milwaukee. 
 
California-- 
Northern California -- Armando Rendon, who has been involved in this effort since 
the start, will be, as he has been, serving as the Northern California representative. 
 
Southern California -- Sal Castro, a former East LA school teacher who is the 
coordinator of the Chicano Youth Leadership Conference. And Henry Mendoza, a 
former journalist who has been one of the editors for news stories written by college 
students for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project. Nancy De Los Santos, 
whose father was among eight brothers (!!!) to serve in WWII. Mimi Lozano, of Somos 
Primos, a publication dedicated to past and present articles, events and information 
concerning Hispanic heritage issues. 
 
New Mexico-- 
Albuquerque --Eduardo Diaz, executive director of the National Hispanic Cultural 
Center.  
 
Colorado-- 
Bob Urioste -- a retired Veteran, with 30 years service in the Air Force, USNR, Army 
and Army Reserves during the Korean and Vietnam War, and the Colorado 
representative of the Hispanic War Veterans Association.  
 
Texas --  
Central Texas-- Alfredo Santos, a former UFW organizer and current newspaper 
publisher, will be developing the Austin area. Dan Arellano, with Tejanos en Accion.  
 
South Texas -- Eddie Botello, whose dad, Eduardo, was part of Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 313th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division, and who landed on Utah 
Beach on June 12, 1944 (the elder Botello is in great shape and came up to Austin for a 
May 11 reception), has signed on to get the word out in the Laredo area. Diana Davalos 
Ramirez, whose father and uncle served in WWII, in the Devine, Pearsall and San 
Antonio area. Steve G. Trevino, a Marine veteran from Desert Storm 1, says he is gladly 
stepping up to the plate in San Antonio. And Katie Garza, of San Antonio, a retireee 
who is active in several organizations in  San Antonio. 
 
Gulf Coast -- Willie Perez, is already working in the Corpus Christi area. 
 



Lower Rio Grande Valley-- Trinidad Gonzales, a Doctoral Candidate at the University 
of Houston, and a history instructor at South Texas College, whose father is grandfather 
is a decorated WWII veteran and my father is an officer with the Edinburg American 
Legion.  
 
 
Thank you ALL! And we ask others to PLEASE STEP FORWARD TODAY!!!  

--30-- 
 
 

 


