
 
 
 
 

Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 
Documentary 

July 29, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 
Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 

http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
You can still interview your friends & relatives, or provide a Tribute for those who 

have passed on.  

Quote of the Week: "Regretfully, the funded NEH proposal narrative is replete with 
examples of Latino exclusion not only in the war itself, but in the pre and post war 
contributions of our Latino community to the greater good and development of our 
nation."--Gus Chavez, co-chair, Defend the Honor campaign, in a letter to Latino 
senators and Congressmen. 7-26-07 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: JULY EVENTS: 
August 18, SAN ANTONIO -- Image de San Antonio awards dinner, Kelly AFB. 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will be honored as an "Outstanding Hispanic Women Role Model."  
 
Sept. 9, HOUSTON-- Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will make various presentations. Details 
to come. 
 
Sept. 18, SAN DIEGO, CA.-- Gus Chavez and Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will be 
speaking at San Diego State University. Details to come. 
 
SUMMARY: The NEH grant proposal, awarded to partly fund The War is being 
evaluated by individuals throughout the country, concerned that the proposal does not 
live up to its promise -- and complaining to the NEH, and urging the Congressal Hispanic 
Caucus to probe into the matter. 
 
Defend the Honor has sent letters to the Senators Ken Salazar (D-CO), and Bob 
Menendez (D-NJ), as well as to Congressional Hispanic Caucus chair Joe Baca (D-CA) 
and Caucus Veterans Affairs Task Force chair Ciro Rodriguez (D-TX), encouraging 
them to continue voicing their concerns about The War -- and providing them with details 
from the grant proposal to the National Endowment for the Humanities which provided 
$700,000 in funding for The War. The letters, authored by Defend the Honor co-chair 
Gus Chavez, notes the many discrepancies between the grant proposal's wording and the 
end produce of the documentary. Among the problem areas: "While reference is made 
throughout the funded proposal that 'The series will celebrate American diversity; and 
that 'the film will demonstrate the wars indisputable impact on the transformation of 
America into a more perfect union, while at the same time acknowledging the 
difficult challenges faced by ethnic minorities in a segregated society'(pp.33) 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/


astonishingly, no Latinos were included in the 14 hour documentary. " 
See Chavez' letter at defendthehonor.org. 
 
The Northern California Defend the Honor campaign, have sent a complaint to Bruce 
Cole, Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), for misuse of 
public funds in the underwriting of a flawed documentary, The War. The Northern 
California letters is also being sent to the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, "with the 
request that the Caucus submit an allegation of misconduct and call for hearings 
immediately to determine if the series is discriminatory against Latinos and should be 
revised and enhanced to ensure that the contribution of the Latino community to the war 
effort on the battlefield and at home is respectfully and significantly made an integral part 
of the series." The letter was signed by Armando Rendon, representing other members 
of the local Northern California committee (Raul Araujo, Co-Founder, National 
Hispanic Employee Association; Leo Avila, American GI Forum; Gloria Flores-
Garcia, Chicana/Latina Foundation; Felix Galav� American GI Forum; Willie 
Galv� State Commander, American GI Forum; John Gamboa, Executive Director, 
Greenlining Institute; Roberto Haro, educator and author; Aurora Levins Morales, 
California Puerto Rican Historical Society; Carlos Mu�� Professor Emeritus, U.C. 
Berkeley; Johnny Saldiv� Chair, Western Region Puerto Rican Council; Olga 
Talamante, Executive Director, Chicana/Latina Foundation.)  
See Rendon's letter at defendthehonor.org. 
 
Defend the Honor was well-represented at the National Council of La Raza in Miami. 
Staff members of the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project distributed 
brochures about the oral history project, as well as buttons and flyers about the Defend 
the Honor campaign. Rick Leal, of the Medal of Honor exhibit again allowed the oral 
history project to use his space for its own work. During the conference, Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez was interviewed on the Viva Voz program of V-Me, the new Spanish-
language network, as well as by Mega-TV, in Miami. The two interviews centered on 
The War.   
 
Rivas-Rodriguez included the story of Francisco Alvarado in her acceptance speech 
(she was recognized for her work on the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History 
Project, which includes the Defend the Honor campaign as its public awareness 
component). Mr. Alvarado was born in South Texas and in the Great Depression of the 
1930s, during the Repatriations of Mexicans, he, his wife, Bonifacia, and two children 
were deported to Mexico. During WWII, Mr. Alvarado received a draft notice at his old 
Texas address, which was forwarded to him in Mexico. Mr. Alvarado returned to Texas 
to answer the call. He was in the second wave at Normandy and was taken prisoner of 
war by the Germans shortly after. At the end of the war, he returned home to Texas. He 
and his wife had 14 children, 12 of whom lived to adulthood. Ten of those 12 children 
served in the U.S. military. The story of the Alvarados of South Texas is one example 
of the rich and unique Latino experience that could have been included in Ken Burns' 
documentary. 
 
 Local  Reps: More people have signed up to represent Defend the Honor in various 



locations. They will be making presentations at meetings, distributing flyers and creating 
a greater awareness about the contributions of Latinos & Latinas in WWII.  See the end 
of this note for a complete list. To volunteer: PLEASE send an email to 
info@defendthehonor.org, or call (512) 471-1924.    
 
BACKGROUND: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took  more than six years to 
interview more than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; 
Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary 
features individuals in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special 
consideration: Japanese Americans and African Americans. The film originally had no 
reference to the Latino contribution. The documentary also has an accompanying book 
and educational materials.   PBS officials say, in a news release: "Serving our mission to 
educate and inform, PBS's goal for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom 
-- so together we can better understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult 
years and what we as a nation accomplished."  In response, letters of protest have been 
sent to PBS and Ken Burns, as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and 
major sponsors, including Anheuser-Busch and General Motors. PBS announced in April 
that Ken Burns had reconsidered his approach, which had omitted Latinos, and now 
would include them. PBS also announced it had hired Austin documentarian Hector 
Galan to help in adding the materials. Burns reiterated that commitment on April 17th, at 
a Washington, DC meeting with several Latino organizations and public officials. But 
subsequently his camp said the film would be changed, but not re-edited, raising concerns 
and doubts about how substantial the inclusion would be. In May, Burns met privately 
with the American GI Forum and HACR and the three parties announced they had 
reached an agreement about the inclusion. Questions remain, however, about how the 
material will be included, and how meaningful it will be. Defend the Honor is allied with 
several other Latino organizations, national, regional and local, to address those issues. 
  
The Defend the Honor campaign is a grassroots effort representing thousands of 
individuals, members of dozens of organizations. The campaign's core organizers are 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of Austin, Texas; Gus Chavez, of San Diego; Ivan Roman, 
with the National Association of Hispanic Journalists, and Armando Rendon, the San 
Francisco Bay area. Its mission is to create a greater awareness of the contributions of the 
Latino WWII generation, specifically as it applies to the upcoming PBS documentary.  
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
 
Puerto Rico-- 
Gretza Pineiro, a screen writer in San Juan. 
 
Midwest --  
Illinois -- Bill Luna, , a former Green Beret and a professor of Chicano history at Indiana 
University (who has conducted several interviews for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII 



Project over the years) and who operates Chicago's Museum of Mexican Culture and 
History. Michael Martinez, will be working out of Chicago. 
 
Kansas--Celestina Tunie Caudillo-Sparman, near Wichita, Kansas, whose father is 
both a WWII and a Korean War veteran. Rudy Padilla of Eastern Kansas, a retired 
federal employee.  
 
Michigan-- Juan Marinez, of East Lansing, MI, who has done, and continues to do 
great interviews for the WWII Project. 
 
Wisconsin-- Ernesto Chacon will be representing Defend the Honor in Milwaukee. 
 
West-- 
California-- 
BAY AREA -- Armando Rendon, who has been involved in this effort since the start. 
David Ramirez, an educator from the Sacramento area, whose father was a WWII 
veteran. Robert Haro, retired professor and university executive.  
 
LOS ANGELES -- Sal Castro, a former East LA school teacher who is the coordinator 
of the Chicano Youth Leadership Conference. And Henry Mendoza, a former journalist 
who has been one of the editors for news stories written by college students for the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project. Nancy De Los Santos, whose father was 
among eight brothers (!!!) to serve in WWII. Mimi Lozano, of Somos Primos, a 
publication dedicated to past and present articles, events and information concerning 
Hispanic heritage issues. 
 SAN DIEGO -- Rogelio Reyes, a professor at San Diego State University.  
 
Washington State 
Rafael Ojeda-- of Tacoma, has been very involved since the start, via emails and letters, 
now will be doing more organizing. 
 
Ricardo R. Garcia of Granger, WA expressed interest in the Project as well as the 
Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 
 Nevada 
Jesse Gutierrez of Reno, NV, will also sell Defend the Honor buttons. 
 
Colorado-- 
Bob Urioste -- a retired Veteran, with 30 years service in the Air Force, USNR, Army 
and Army Reserves during the Korean and Vietnam War, and the Colorado 
representative of the Hispanic War Veterans Association.  
 
 
Southwest 
New Mexico-- 
ALBUQUERQUE --Eduardo Diaz, executive director of the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center.  



DEMING--Manuel and Esther Giron will be adding their energies. Manuel is a 
teacher at the Deming Cesar Chavez Charter High School. 
 
 
Texas --  
AUSTIN-- Alfredo Santos, a former UFW organizer and current newspaper publisher, 
and Dan Arellano, with Tejanos en Accion, will be developing the Austin area.  
 
LAREDO--Eddie Botello of Laredo, whose dad, Eduardo, was part of Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 313th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division, and who landed on Utah 
Beach on June 12, 1944 (the elder Botello is in great shape and came up to Austin for a 
May 11 reception).  
 
SAN ANTONIO--Diana Davalos Ramirez, whose father and uncle served in WWII, in 
the Devine, Pearsall and San Antonio area. Steve G. Trevino, a Marine veteran from 
Desert Storm 1, says he is gladly stepping up to the plate in San Antonio. And Katy 
Garza, of San Antonio, a retireee who is active in several organizations in  San Antonio. 
Roy Muniz, a Korean war veteran whose sister, Rafaela Esquivel, was a nurse in the 
WAAC in WWII. Antonia Castaneda, who teaches at Our Lady of the Lake. Charlie 
Moke, an at-large representative of the Mexican American Unity Council, will add the 
DTH to his volunteer good works. 
 
HOUSTON--Andres Ortiz, an Army veteran, will be working in Houston. 
 
DALLAS -- Sol Villasana, a Dallas attorney active in the community. 
 
GULF BEND -- Willie Perez in Corpus Christi. 
 
LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY-- Trinidad Gonzales, a Doctoral Candidate at the 
University of Houston, and a history instructor at South Texas College, whose father is 
grandfather is a decorated WWII veteran and whose father is an officer with the Edinburg 
American Legion.  
 
Northeast 
New Jersey-- Isabel M. Cabrera, who works with AT&T Latino employees 
(HACEMOS) in Forham Park, N.J. has come forward. 
 
Southeast 
Florida 
PUNTA GORDA -- Venessa Rivera is one of many people we met at the NCLR 
conference that expressed interest in the Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 
MIAMI-- Douglas Saballos, president of the local LULAC chapter in Miami, will be a 
representative of the Defend the Honor Campaign. He will also be submitting a tribute 
for his father, a WWII veteran from Nicaragua. 
 
Mid-Atlantic  



North Carolina 
JACKSONVILLE--Michael Cordero will be our Defend the Honor representative in 
his spare time. He is an officer in the Marine Corps.  
 
Thank you ALL! And we ask others to PLEASE STEP FORWARD TODAY!!!  
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Defend the Honor 
 
 
 


