
 
 

Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 
Documentary 

August 22, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 
Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 

http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
You can still interview your friends & relatives, or provide a Tribute for those who 

have passed on.  

Quotes of the Week: As Ken Burns travels across the country as part of the $10 million 
promotional effort by PBS, he still characterizes this as a terrible misunderstanding, 
Rosales said. Its no misunderstanding. We understand perfectly that he only added the 
new interviews under pressure and, right now, it looks like hes not very proud of that new 
material.-- Rosa Rosales, national president of the League of United Latin American 
Citizens, in a statement by Defend the Honor, distributed to the news media on Aug. 20, 
2007.  
See the entire statement below, as well as at Defendthehonor.org. 
 
"Mother Jones has the right to hire anyone it wants to exclude Latinos from the editorial 
boardwhich it does. However, it does not have the right to call itself a leftist journal. 
Leftist are not supposed to discriminate and ignorance of issues is a sign of 
discrimination."-- Prof. Rodolfo Acuna, Cal State Northridge, in a letter to the editors of 
Mother Jones, on Aug. 16, 2007, excoriating the magazine for publishing a puff piece 
about Ken Burns, without mentioning the controversy on Burn's last-minute inclusion of 
Latinos.   
See the entire letter at Defendthehonor.org. 
 
Special note: this is a long email - see below.. Things You Can Do List, and 
Statement from DTH.  
ALSO A DEEP BOW TO THE CAST, CREW, DIRECTOR OF THE PLAY 
"ROLL CALL," which is opening in Los Angeles on Aug. 29th. Director Ricardo 
Lopez sent Defend the Honor a note, notifying us that they will be donating a 
portion of one night's performance in support of Defend the Honor's work. Ricardo 
Lopez, the director, says: "It won't be much, but as artists recounting the trials and 
tribulations of the Vietnam Vet which includes dialogue recounting the 
accomplishments of our fathers in WW ll, we support Defend The Honor and 
proudly stand with you in solidarity." 
Defend the Honor thanks Roll Call and urges our supporters to attend a 
performance of Roll Call, written by longtime friend, Al Lugo. 
 
Stay Tuned for the Webcast this Thursday, Aug. 23, at 7 p.m., CST 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 
August 23, WEBCAST, 7 p.m. CST-- Please make sure that the "firewall" on your 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/


computer setting will allow you to view this webcast. See it at defendthehonor.org 
Thursday, Aug. 23, at  7 p.m CST.  
 
August 29, 2007, LOS ANGELES-- Opening night in Los Angeles, of a new Chicano play 
entitled, "ROLL CALL." written by Alfredo Lugo, a Vietnam Era Veteran.  
 
Sept. 2, EL PASO -- Defend the Honor will hold an informational meeting, at a local 
TBA.  
 
September 9, ALBUQUERQUE, 2 p.m.- Screenings of Colors of Courage, 
documentary by Tony Martinez, about NM veterans and the Bataan Death March; and 
Latino Stories of WWII, by Mario Barrera.  Secretary Garc�will be actively involved in 
the introduction of the program.  FREE admission. Organized and sponsored by Nattional 
Hispanc Cultural Center, with New Mexico Department of Veterans Services.   
 
Sept. 9, HOUSTON-- Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will make various presentations. Details 
to come. 
 
Sept. 9-10, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX. -- Raquel Garza, project manager of the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project, will distribute information about the Project 
and  disseminate information about Defend the Honor.  Omni Marina Hotel, at the 
Hispanic Organization for Public Education (HOPE). r 
 
Sept. 18, SAN DIEGO, CA.-- Gus Chavez and Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will be 
speaking at San Diego State University. Details to come. 
 
Sept. 19-20, LOS ANGELES AREA Sal Castro, Rudy Acu��Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez, and others, will make various presentations. Developing. 
  
Sept. 23 VARIOUS CITIES -- Day of Remembrance and Honor of the Latino WWII 
Generation. Consult local organizers for details. 
 
Sept. 28, ALBUQUERQUE -- Screening of work by Hector Gal� including his The 
War segment, and a segment from Los Mineros, an earlier documentary on Mexican and 
Mexican American miners in Arizona.  Hector will be present to introduce films and 
answer questions.  FREE admission. Organized and sponsored by Nattional Hispanc 
Cultural Center, with New Mexico Department of Veterans Services.   
 
 
SUMMARY:   
Local Groups continue to Organize -- Local groups are meeting and organizing -- 
Mimi Lozano and Nancy de los Santos put together a list of Things You Can Do, with 
contributions with other local contributors... See the entire list below, as well as on web 
page. 
Trini Gonzalez wrote a template for a letter to the editor. See it below, as well as on web 
page.  
Dr. Henry Casso, of Albuquerque, with input from Christy Rodriguez and Mimi Lozano, 



wrote a letter, and got a petition together from college and university educators, to be 
send to the film's sponsors.  
And finally, the core group of Defend the Honor wrote a statement that has been 
endorsed by several other national and local-level organizations, as well as individuals. 
The endorsements of the statement continue to be collected through Sept. 20, as simply a 
way of demonstating support. But it must be added that the lists do not represent the 
entire list of either organizations or individuals who support this position:  We are not 
going to let up the pressure regarding this issue. Please see the entire statement below.  
 
 
MEDIA--  
1. The Imperial Valley Press' Jonathan Athens wrote a story on Aug. 20, about 
Vietnam veteran Ed Castillo of Holtville, CA., whose organization, Vietnam Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 9305 of Imperial County, has joined the protest against The War. 
Castillo is quoted as saying: I dont think hes a racist. I dont think hes aware of a few 
things. He didnt dig farther to realize that Latinos were an integral part of fighting for this 
country."  
See the entire story at the defendthehonor.org website. 
 
2. Diversity Inc. Magazine's Yoli Cole also wrote a story about the issue. Cole quotes 
Gus Chavez, the co-chair of Defend the Honor: "To us, two interviews with Latino 
veterans does not represent the Latino World War II experience," says Chavez. "And 
that's what we've been asking for since the beginning of the campaign in early January."  
Go to http://www.diversityinc.com/public/2309.cfm for the story, or see the entire story 
at the defendthehonor.org website. 
 
3. Conexion, a magazine affiliated with the San Antonio Express-News, published a 
story on Aug. 16, 2007, by by Marissa Villa, about the issue, including a photo taken 
during an interview session for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Project in San Antonio 
on Aug. 4. During the session, at the Vet Center, 12 more interviews were videotaped. 
See the entire story at the defendthehonor.org website. 
 
BACKGROUND: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took  more than six years to 
interview more than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; 
Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary 
features individuals in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special 
consideration: Japanese Americans and African Americans. The film originally had no 
reference to the Latino contribution. The documentary also has an accompanying book 
and educational materials.   PBS officials say, in a news release: "Serving our mission to 
educate and inform, PBS's goal for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom 
-- so together we can better understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult 
years and what we as a nation accomplished."  In response, letters of protest have been 
sent to PBS and Ken Burns, as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and 
major sponsors, including Anheuser-Busch and General Motors. PBS announced in April 
that Ken Burns had reconsidered his approach, which had omitted Latinos, and now 

http://www.diversityinc.com/public/2309.cfm


would include them. PBS also announced it had hired Austin documentarian Hector 
Galan to help in adding the materials. Burns reiterated that commitment on April 17th, at 
a Washington, DC meeting with several Latino organizations and public officials. But 
subsequently his camp said the film would be changed, but not re-edited, raising concerns 
and doubts about how substantial the inclusion would be. In May, Burns met privately 
with the American GI Forum and HACR and the three parties announced they had 
reached an agreement about the inclusion. Questions remain, however, about how the 
material will be included, and how meaningful it will be. Defend the Honor is allied with 
several other Latino organizations, national, regional and local, to address those issues. 
  
The Defend the Honor campaign is a grassroots effort representing thousands of 
individuals, members of dozens of organizations. The campaign's core organizers are 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of Austin, Texas; Gus Chavez, of San Diego; Angelo Falcon, 
president, National Institute for Latino Policy in New York: Marta Garcia, New York 
Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition; Ivan Roman, with the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists, and Armando Rendon, the San Francisco Bay area. 
Its mission is to create a greater awareness of the contributions of the Latino WWII 
generation, specifically as it applies to the upcoming PBS documentary.  
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
THINGS TO DO -- TO REGISTER YOUR PROTEST --  

(on defendthehonor.org, there is a longer version, with more 
of an intro -- ready for you to print out and distribute)  
These are all suggestions from many conversations with 
concerned viewers like you. This is not a one-size-fits-all 
list -- some suggestions are more severe than others. But it 
is important that you take a stand today, to make sure that 
the Latino contributions to our country are recognized and 
acknowledged. Do what you feel you can do comfortably 
and proudly.  
   
1. Go to the website Defend the Honor and read the 
background of this situation. www.DefendTheHonor.org 
<http://www.defendthehonor.org/>   
   
2. Contact your local PBS station, express your dismay and 
disappointment that Latinos were not initially included in 
this documentary film. You can do this through email, 
phone, or letter. Ask to be assured that the DVD of the film 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://www.defendthehonor.org/


include the Latino interviews. A list of the local PBS 
stations is on the defendthehonor.org website.  
   
2b. OR Contact your local PBS station, and cancel your 
subscription, citing the lack of concern to include Latinos 
in this major documentary series.  
   
3. Contact the president of PBS National Paula Kerger ( 
http://www.pbs.org/aboutsite/aboutsite_feedback.html) and 
let her know of your disappointment and dismay that PBS 
would have this production in the works for seven years, 
and not question the lack of a Latino presence. Ask her to 
be sure that the DVD of the film include the Latino 
interviews.  
   
4. Contact the PBS Ombudsman Michael Getler. His job is to 
ensure that PBS upholds its editorial standards, which 
include diversity and inclusion. (www.PBS.org 
<http://www.pbs.org/> ) Tell him your opinion of this 
situation.  
   
5a. Watch the documentary series when it airs, and discuss 
the Latino sections with your friends, neighbors, relatives. 
Send your comments to your local station, or to your local 
newspaper. MAKE SURE TO SEND 
INFO@DEFENDTHEHONOR.ORG a copy well keep it in our 
archives, for future scholars to study.  
   
5b. Or dont watch the documentary series, and let your 
local PBS Station know you will not watch, and why.  
   
6a. Call your local PBS station during the Pledge Drive, and 
tell them you will not pledge because of the lack of respect 
show Latinos in this documentary series.  We were only 
included after the public outcry.  
   

http://www.pbs.org/aboutsite/aboutsite_feedback.html)


6b. Or Call your local PBS station during the Pledge Event, 
and pledge your subscription but insist that the DVD you 
receive INCLUDES the LATINO INTERVIEWS.  
   
7. If you listen to talk radio program with a call-in line . . . 
call in and comment on THE WAR.  
8. Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper or 
community organization in response to this situation 
regarding THE WAR.  Defend the Honor has sample letters 
and comments by people across the country.  Use that 
information. SEE ONE VERSION OF A LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR YOU MAY SEND AT DEFENDTHEHONOR.ORG, under 
Get Involved; Letter Templates  
9. Contact your local cable company about interviewing 
Hispanic/Latino veterans during the time period when PBS 
is airing THE WAR.  
   
10. Contact your local school board and library board, 
exhort them not to purchase the DVD of the documentary 
series, unless they are assured that it includes the Latino 
interviews.   
11.  Contact any of the shows sponsors - Ford, Anheuser-
bush, and Bank of America - and express your 
disappointment in their sponsorship of this program.  The 
full list is on the www.DefendTheHonor.org 
<http://www.defendthehonor.org />  website. On our 
website, you will also see a draft of a letter you may modify 
and send, under Get Involved/Letter Templates.  
   
12.  Contact your Congressman and express your 
disappointment that Federal funds were used to support 
this documentary series that initially ignored Latino 
servicemen and women in World War 2.  This website 
includes the phone, fax number and URL for that office. 
Insert your state zip code for the ca at the end.  
http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/cgi-
bin/newseek.cgi?site=ctc&state=ca 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/cgi-bin/newseek.cgi?site=ctc&state=ca
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<http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/cgi-
bin/newseek.cgi?site=ctc&amp;state=ca>  
   
13. A good assignment for secondary students, to seek out 
and report on the Hispanic/Latino Medal of Honor recipients 
and those that received the Bronze Star, Navy Cross, or 
Purple Heart during WW II.  OR interview Hispanic/Latino 
veterans in the community and send them to the 
DefendTheHonor website.  Their stories will be added.  
14. Find opportunities within your personal outreach - 
Speak about the problem of Burns' history of exclusion 
among your own family, and personal friends and 
associates, at work, church, play, by phone, email, or in 
person.  
   
15.  Just Do Something!  
 

Statement from Defend the Honor, with growing list 
of endorsements 

DEFEND THE HONOR CAMPAIGN 
N E W S   R E L E A S E 

 
For Release: 
Monday, August 20, 2007 9:00 a.m. EST 
  
Contacts: 
Rosa Rosales, president, League of United Latin American Citizens, (210) 733-5454 or 
PresidentRosales@LULAC.org  
Maggie Rivas-Rodr�ez, Co-chair, Defend the Honor campaign  (512) 471-0405 or 
mrivas@mail.utexas.edu  
Gus Chavez, Co-chair, Defend the Honor campaign,  (619) 807-8938 or 
guschavez2000@yahoo.com  
Armando Rendon, Esq., Defend the Honor Campaign of Northern California, (510) 
219-9139 or armandorendon@sbcglobal.net 
Jess Quintero, president, Hispanic War Veterans of America, (202) 439-8028 or 
jaq1000@verizon.net  
Marta Garc�/b>, National Hispanic Media Coalition, (212) 965-9758 or 
mediacoalition@optonline.net  
  
Further information:  
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Defend the Honor Campaign Website www.defendthehonor.org  
  

Major Latino Organizations Speak Out: 
The WAR AGAINST KENBURNS/PBS 

THE WAR IS NOT OVER --- 
Why the Latino Community Cant Let This Matter Rest 

  
The Latino war against Ken Burns upcoming documentary, The War, to be aired on 
PBS is not over. Despite recent press statements, key Latino organizations and 
leaders across the country today publicly announced that the issue is far from 
resolved and that they will continue pressing for a respectful resolution. 
  
Latino organizations and leaders called on Ken Burns and Florentine Pictures to 
meet with a representative cross-section of the national Latino leadership to explain 
in detail the changes they have made to the film, how they plan to include the Latino 
experience in their future projects and how they plan to include Latinos on the 
Florentine team. They also call on PBS President and CEO Paula Kerger, as well as 
WETA-TVs CEO and president, Sharon Percy Rockefeller, to explain the measures 
that will be taken to assure that such a gross exclusion of the Latino community 
does not occur again in their current and future programming, and how they will 
supplement The War with other programming and activities to include the Latino 
experience, in particular with the educational programming. 
 
At the urging of a corporate sponsor, Burns met with two Latino groups in early 
May and reiterated that he would include interviews with some Latino veterans in 
the 14.5-hour documentary, without offering many details. This was a commitment 
that he and PBS had already made publicly. Citing the results of this meeting, 
Burns and PBS officials at both the national and local levels have declared the issue 
closed.  
  
Ken Burns cannot choose to make a secret deal with only two of the many Latino 
groups that were involved in this issue and in discussion with him and PBS, and 
then claim that the matter is resolved, explains Marta Garc� co-chair of the New 
York Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition and one of the founders of 
Defend the Honor, a Latino grassroots mobilization that first raised the alarm about 
Latino exclusion from this PBS documentary at the beginning of this year. He must 
bring closure to this issue by paying the Latino leadership of this country the 
respect, respeto, of meeting with us to explain himself and his future relationship to 
the Latino community. 
  
Some progress had been made on the issue over the past several months in that 
Burns has added interviews with two Mexican American veterans and one Native 
American to the 14 hour-28 minute documentary. But make no mistake, said 
Iv�Rom� executive director of the National Association of Hispanic Journalists, we 
will withhold judgment on how meaningful that additional material is whether it 
truly speaks to the Latino experience and whether it is reflected in the companion 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/


book and educational material. 
  
In subsequent statements to the press, Burns has been dismissive of the arguments 
that the inclusion of Latinos is about historical accuracy rather than political 
correctness.  
  
It is unfortunate that Ken Burns continues to see this issue as one of politics and 
rhetoric that he must rise above, said Dr. Maggie Rivas-Rodr�ez, the University of 
Texas journalism professor who co-chairs the Defend the Honor Campaign. It has 
nothing to do with politics and everything to do with historical accuracy and 
inclusion. 
  
Rosa Rosales, national president of LULAC, said that it was crucial for the Latino 
organizations to publicly challenge statements in the press by Burns and PBS that 
the issue had been resolved. As Ken Burns travels across the country as part of the 
$10 million promotional effort by PBS, he still characterizes this as a terrible 
misunderstanding, Rosales said. Its no misunderstanding. We understand perfectly 
that he only added the new interviews under pressure and, right now, it looks like 
hes not very proud of that new material. 
  
Another sticking point are the discrepancies between the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) grant proposal that provided federal funding for the film, 
and what he and PBS have said in recent months. For instance, Burns has said 
repeatedly in news interviews that in the more than 6 years of production, no 
Latinos came forward to be interviewed about their WWII experiences. But he 
apparently excluded Latinos from the beginning: in the NEH grant proposal 
submitted in 2004, Burns and Florentine Films said that the film will celebrate 
American diversity and that it will be about the diversity of wartime America . . . 
African-American, Japanese American and white. 
  
 This is certainly very different from the way he discusses his film today in 
defending himself against Latino criticisms, observes Jess Quintero, president of the 
Hispanic War Veterans of America. 
  
That documentary will shape how Americans view WWII, and if short shrift is 
given to the Latino contributions, there will be a reinforcement of the widespread 
ignorance of the Latino contribution to the building of the U.S. Ken Burns and PBS 
are playing recklessly with our history, both as Latinos and Americans, observes 
Gus Chavez, one of the co-chairs of the Defend the Honor. He concludes, This is 
something every American should be upset about. 
  
We are very uncomfortable with taking Burns and PBS word that they have 
addressed the Latino communitys concerns before actually seeing the product, 
Armando Rendon of Defend the Honor Campaign of Northern California adds. The 
anger in the grassroots Latino community continues unabated by the manner in 
which he and PBS have handled this matter. 



  
                                                                        --30-- 
 
Preliminary signatories to this statement include the following, with additional 
signatures to be added through Sept. 22, 2007. 
  
Organizations: 
League of United Latin America Citizens 
National Association of Hispanic Journalists (NAHJ), Washington, DC 
Defend the Honor 
National Hispanic Media Coalition 
National Association of Latino Independent Producers, (NALIP) 
REFORMA: The National Association to Promote Library and Information 
Services to Latinos and the Spanish Speaking 
National Institute for Latino Policy (NiLP), New York, NY 
National Latino Council on Alcohol and Tobacco Prevention (LCAT), New York  
National Association of Latino Independent Producers, (NALIP) 
Afro-Latino Project, Queens College (CUNY), Flushing, NY 
Latino Literacy Now, Los Angeles 
APITO Centro Cultural de Puerto Rico (ACCPR), San Juan, Puerto Rico, NY and 
Washington, DC 
Lic. Rudy L. Ramos Civil Rights Chapter of the AGIF, San Antonio, Texas  
Southwest Institute on Poverty and Civil Rights, San Antonio, Texas  
  
Individuals (affiliations for identification purposes only): 
 
David T. Abalos Ph.D., Professor, Seton Hall University 
Vicente "Panama" Alba, New York, NY 
Cecilia Alvear, former network television producer and former president of the 
National Association of Hispanic Journalists 
Dr. Frances Aparicio, Professor, Latin American and Latino Studies, University of 
Illinois at Chicago 
Luis Aponte-Par� Boston, MA 
John L. Ayala, Dean Emeritus of Library and Learning Resources, Fullerton 
College  
Gilda M. Bloom-Leiva, Ph.D.San Francisco State University  
Louise Bonanova, Civil Rights Investigator (Retired), Office for Civil Rights, United 
States Department of Education, San Francisco, CA 
Mar�Cab� 
Grissele Camacho, Esq.  
Ed (Gato) Castillo-Rubio-- Commander, Viet Nam Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post 9305 of Imperial County  
Mar�Elena Cepeda, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Latina/o Studies, Williams College, 
Williamstown, MA 
Sandra Cisneros, San Antonio, TX 
Evelyn Collazo, New York, NY  



Maria E. Crespin, Denver, Colorado  
Edgar De Jesus, AFSMCE East Region Area Organizing Director, and National 
Bronx Member, Labor Council for Latin American Advancement    (LACLA)  
Ramon de la Cruz, Esq., Trenton, NJ  
Minerva Delgado, Bronx, NY  
Dra. Rosalina Diaz, Associate Professor of Education, Medger Evers College 
(CUNY), Brooklyn, NY  
Martin Espada, Professor, University of Massachusetts, Amherst  
Jaime Estades, Brooklyn, NY 
Myra Y. Estepa, Brooklyn, NY 
Dolores M. Fern�ez, Ph.D., President, Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community 
College (CUNY), Bronx, NY 
Ricardo R. Fernandez, Ph.D., President, Herbert H. Lehman College (CUNY), 
Bronx, NY 
Juan Flores, Ph.D., Visiting Professor of Social and Cultural Analysis, New York 
University, New York, NY  
Cynthia Garcia Coll, Ph.D., Charles Pitt Robinson and John Palmer Barstow 
Professor Professor of Education, Psychology & Pediatrics, Brown      University, 
Providence, RI 
Doris Gonzalez, Bronx, NY 
Francisco J. Gonzalez, Cottage Grove, MN 
Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas, Queens, NY 
Gabriel Haslip-Viera, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Sociology, City College of New 
York, City University of New York, New York, NY  
Hilda Hern�ez-Gravelle, MSW, Ed.D.  
Tanya K. Hernandez, Professor of Law and Justice, Frederick W. Hall Scholar, 
Rutgers University School of Law, Newark, NJ  
Dr. James Jennings, Ph.D., Professor, Tuft University, Boston, MA 
Miriam Jim�z Rom� Afro-Latino Forum, New York University, New York, NY  
Aurora Levins Morales, Berkeley, California, USA  
Raul Madrid, Ph/D., Department of Political Science, University of Texas at Austin  
Miguel Mickey Melendez, New York, NY  
Carlos Molina, Ph.D., New York, NY  
Carlos Mu�� Jr., Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Ethnic StudiesUC, Berkeley  
Maria Nieto Senour, Ph.D., College of Education, San Diego State University  
Suzanne Oboler, John Jay College of Criminal Justice/CUNY  
Edwin Karli Padilla, Associate Professor of Spanish, University of Houston-
Downtown  
Franklyn Perez, Esq., Hostos Community College, Bronx, NY 
Dr. Monte Perez, Golden West College to the list. 
Andres J. Pumariega, M.D., Chair, Department of Psychiatry, The Reading 
Hospital and Medical Center, and Professor of Psychiatry, Temple        University 
School of Medicine, Reading, PA  
Luis O. Reyes, Ph.D., New York, NY 
Eugene Rivera, Clinical Coordinator, Hill Health Center, Middletown, CT 
Dr. Clara E. Rodriguez, Bronx, NY 



Javier Rodriguez, Ph.D., Notre Dame 
Luz Rodriguez, New York, NY 
Carlos Rodriguez-Fraticelli, Ph.D., University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras 
Placido Salazar, San Antonio, USAF Retired Vietnam Veteran, State Veterans' 
Affairs, Officer of The American GI Forum of Texas  
Carlos Sanabria, Ph.D., Coordinator of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 
Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community College, City University of      New York, 
Bronx, NY  
Izzy Sanabria, publisher, Latin NY Magazine; Salsamagazine.co 
Dr. Jos�amon S�hez, Chair, Department of Urban Studies, Long Island University, 
Brooklyn, NY  
Aldo Lauria Santiago, Ph.D., Rutgers University 
Nelson Sierra, Albany, NY 
Hector Soto, Esq., La Resurreccion UMC Social Justice Committee, Bronx, NY 
Donald H. Smith, Ph.D., Past President, the National Alliance of Black School 
Educators 
Ron Takaki, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Ethnic Studies, UC, Berkeley 
Candida Tapia 
Donato Tapia, JD, San Francisco, CA 
Esteban Torres, former U.S. Congressman, California  
Gloria Tristani, former Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC)  
Luis Urrieta, Jr., Ed.D., Department of Curriculum & Instruction, UT-Austin  
Richard Valencia, Ed.D., Department of Educational Psychology, UT-Austin  
Angela Valenzuela, Ed.D., Dept. Curriculum and Instruction and Educational 
Administration, UT-Austin  
Armando Vazquez-Ramos,Ph.D. , Chicano & Latino Studies Department, 
California State University, Long Beach  
Emilio Zamora, Ph.D., Dept. of History, UT-Austin   
  
 
  
 
The following are the local contacts 
Puerto Rico-- 
Gretza Pineiro, a screen writer in San Juan. 
 
Midwest --  
Illinois -- Bill Luna <metzli36@hotmail.com>, a former Green Beret and a professor 
of Chicano history at Indiana University (who has conducted several interviews for 
the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Project over the years) and who operates Chicago's 
Museum of Mexican Culture and History. Michael Martinez, will be working out of 
Chicago. 
 
Kansas--Celestina Tunie Caudillo-Sparman <salsa_tunie@hotmail.com>, near 
Wichita, Kansas, whose father is both a WWII and a Korean War veteran.  Rudy 



Padilla <opkansas@swbell.net>, of Eastern Kansas, a retired federal employee.  
 
Michigan-- Juan Marinez <marinez@anr.msu.edu>, of East Lansing, MI, who has 
done, and continues to do great interviews for the WWII Project. 
 
Wisconsin-- Ernesto Chacon <Ernesto.chacon@gov.state.wi.us> will be representing 
Defend the Honor in Milwaukee. 
 
West-- 
California-- 
BAY AREA -- Armando Rendon, <armandorendon@sbcglobal.net>, who has been 
involved in this effort since the start. David Ramirez 
<indianhead1950@yahoo.com>, an educator from the Sacramento area, whose 
father was a WWII veteran. Robert Haro, retired professor and university 
executive.  
 
LOS ANGELES -- Sal Castro, a former East LA school teacher who is the 
coordinator of the Chicano Youth Leadership Conference. And Henry Mendoza 
<htmendoza@aol.com>, a former journalist who has been one of the editors for 
news stories written by college students for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral 
History Project. Nancy De Los Santos, whose father was among eight brothers (!!!) 
to serve in WWII. Mimi Lozano <mimilozano@aol.com>, of Somos Primos, a 
publication dedicated to past and present articles, events and information 
concerning Hispanic heritage issues. 
 SAN DIEGO -- Rogelio Reyes <rreyes@mail.sdsu.edu>, a professor at San Diego 
State University.  
 
SACRAMENTO -- Francisco Lovato <francisco@theunion.net> , whose father was a 
WWII veteran.  
 
Washington State 
Rafael Ojeda <rsnojeda@aol.com> of Tacoma, has been very involved since the 
start, via emails and letters, now will be doing more organizing. 
 
Ricardo R. Garcia of Granger, WA expressed interest in the Project as well as the 
Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 Nevada 
Jesse Gutierrez of Reno, NV, will also sell Defend the Honor buttons. 
 
Colorado-- 
Bob Urioste -- a retired Veteran, with 30 years service in the Air Force, USNR, 
Army and Army Reserves during the Korean and Vietnam War, and the Colorado 
representative of the Hispanic War Veterans Association.  
 
Southwest 
New Mexico-- 
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ALBUQUERQUE --Eduardo Diaz <Eduardo.Diaz@state.nm.us>, executive director 
of the National Hispanic Cultural Center.  
DEMING--Manuel and Esther Giron will be adding their energies. Manuel is a 
teacher at the Deming Cesar Chavez Charter High School. 
 
Texas --  
AUSTIN-- Alfredo Santos, a former UFW organizer and current newspaper 
publisher, and Dan Arellano <darellano@austin.rr.com>, with Tejanos en Accion, 
will be developing the Austin area.  
 
LAREDO--Eddie Botello <eduardobotello@sbcglobal.net>, whose dad, Eduardo, 
was part of Company C, 1st Battalion, 313th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry 
Division, and who landed on Utah Beach on June 12, 1944 (the elder Botello is in 
great shape and came up to Austin for a May 11 reception).  
 
SAN ANTONIO--Diana Davalos Ramirez, whose father and uncle served in WWII, 
in the Devine, Pearsall and San Antonio area. Steve G. Trevino <TrevinoSG@aol.com 
>, a Marine veteran from Desert Storm 1, says he is gladly stepping up to the plate 
in San Antonio. And Katy Garza, of San Antonio, a retireee who is active in several 
organizations in  San Antonio. Roy Muniz, a Korean war veteran whose sister, 
Rafaela Esquivel, was a nurse in the WAAC in WWII. Antonia Castaneda 
<acastaneda@stmarytx.edu>, a retired St. Mary's University history professor.  
 
Thanks for stepping forward -- we invite others to do the same! 
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