
 
  

Regular Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS 
WWII Documentary 

September 21, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: 
www.defendthehonor.org 

Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  

THIS WEEKEND EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WILL HONOR 
THE LATINO WWII GENERATION, IN DAYS OF HONOR AND 

REMEMBRANCE. DETAILS BELOW. 

Quote of the Week: "Of course, by blotting us out this way, Burns and PBS only feed 
into the anti-immigrant and anti-Hispanic sentiment so rampant in this country today," 
said Angelo Falc��president and founder of the National Institute for Latino Policy in 
New York City.-- From New York Daily News' columnist Albor Ruiz, 9-16-07 
 
Please see a listing of things you can do to register your concerns about this issue. 
Also, if there is no local Defender of the Honor in your area, please step up to the 
plate. A COMPLETE LISTING OF LOCAL DEFENDERS IS BELOW, BY CITY. 
 
SUMMARY:   
Local groups are working toward the Sept. 22 and 22 protests/rallies/events. PLEASE 
DO WHAT YOU FEEL IS APPROPRIATE TO HONOR THE LATINO WWII 
GENERATION. Details below. 
 
In other news, the local PBS station in Huntington Beach, CA., KOCE-TV declined an 
invitation to appear at a panel discussion discussing THE WAR. Instead, the station sent 
an unsigned (and ill-advised) statement to the organizers at Golden West Community 
College, saying that the "vast majority of concerned groups and individuals have found 
the PBS response and additional mateial produced for the series to be a good solution to 
the matter. However there are still a couple of fringe groups who refuse to be satisfied 
and who seem to enjoy the attention they receive by continuing to attack PBS. ... PBS and 
KOCE have been true friends to Hispanic Americans and deserve far better than the 
treatment they are receiving from an unreasonable few." 
See the entire statement at defendthehonor.org, under "news releases/statements." 
The "unreasonable few" of the "fringe groups" include an 89-year-old WWII Latino war 
veteran in Brawley, CA., who, with his friends, has purchased a full-page ad in Sunday's 
Imperial Valley News. The "unreasonable few" also include dozens of men, women and 
organizations who have purchased a 3/4 page add in the San Antonio Express-News 
decrying THE WAR. And they include the thousands throughout the country who don't 
believe that the demand for inclusion in our nation's history is an unreasonable one. 
 
There were several news articles this week throughout the country about THE WAR. Ken 
Burns, in two articles, by two different reporters, in two different publications, is called 
"disdainful" of the complaints by Latinos. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:  
Sept. 17 through Sept. 27-- NATIONWIDE, IN 200 NEWSPAPERS--Baldo comic 
strip pays homage to a Latino WWII veteran. Creators Hector Cantu and Carlos 
Castellanos take 10 days to tell the experience of a composite Latino WWII hero, Ben 
Ramirez.  
 
Sept. 20, HUDSON, NY -- Advanced Screening of The War, 7:30 p.m., Time & Space 
Limited, 434 Columbia St, Hudson, NY. 518-755-9822. 
http://timeandspace.org/tsl/calendar/event.php?id=426; Free Admission; Copies of the 
Companion book and the CD Soundtrack will be given away through a free raffle. 
 
Sept. 22, EDINBURG, TX, 3:30 p.m. -- American Legion hosts a WWII Latino 
Appreciation Day and Defend the Honor press conference.  
 
Sept. 23 VARIOUS CITIES -- Day of Remembrance and Honor of the Latino WWII 
Generation.  
 
Sept. 23 AUSTIN, 4-6 p.m.-- Rally, State Capitol Steps. Several speakers are being 
invited, at the local, state and federal level, elected officials, as well as community 
leaders. 
 
Sept. 23-LOS ANGELES, 3:00 -4:30 P.M.-- Press Conference, 3 to 3:30, 
FOLLOWED BY PROTEST at KCET Studios at 4401 Sunset Boulevard. For more 
information, contact: (323) 666-6500. 
 
Sept. 23--CHICAGO-- kick-off of WWII Hispanic Military Exhibit at the Little Village 
Community Council building. Exhibit will be up for at least a week. 
 
Sept. 23, SAN FRANCISCO, 2:00 -3:30-- Protest, KQED Studios at 2601 Mariposa St. 
(On Mariposa between York & Bryant St. ) Contact: Juanita Chavez-Gordon: 
jtgavilan@hotmail.com,  619-846-3405 or Armando Rendon: 
armandorendon@sbcglobal.net, 510-219-9139 
 
Sept., 23, SACRAMENTO, 2 3:30 -- Protest, on the public sidewalk in front of the 
State Capitol. Contact: Andy Porras andyporras@yahoo.com.  
 
Sept. 23, 2007, SAN DIEGO -- 2--3:30 -- Protest, KPBS Studios at San Diego State 
University, 5200 Campanile Drive, San Diego, CA   (Corner of Campanile Drive and 
Lindo Paseo ). Contact:  Gus Chavez: guschavez2000@yahoo.com  619-286-9858 
  
Sept. 28, ALBUQUERQUE -- Screening of work by Hector Gal� including his The 
War segment, and a segment from Los Mineros, an earlier documentary on Mexican and 
Mexican American miners in Arizona.  Hector will be present to introduce films and 
answer questions.  FREE admission. Organized and sponsored by National Hispanc 
Cultural Center, with New Mexico Department of Veterans Services.   
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Sept. 28, SAN ANTONIO, 7 p.m.-- Talk by Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, about the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Project and the PBS documentary, Our Lady of the Lake 
University, Providence West Social Room.  
 
Sept. 28, BOSTON, 5:30-7pm. -- Excerpts from The War, discussion with Ken Burns, 
with commentator Mike Barnicle. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 
5:30-7pm. It is a ticketed event, but it is free.  To make reservations: 617-514-1643 or 
www.jfklibrary.org. 
 
Oct. 8, WASHINGTON, DC-Gala Theater-- An evening program to evaluate The War. 
2437 15th St NW. Developing. 
 
Oct 13, PHILADELPHIA-- 4-5:45 p.m. American Studies Association, panel 
discussion, Race and Representation in Ken Burns' "The War"; Session Participants: 
Chair: Matthew John Garcia (Brown University (RI); Panelists: Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez (University of Texas, Austin (TX); Stephen Pitti (Yale University (CT); 
Beverly Singer (University of New Mexico (NM) 
 
MEDIA:  
Associated Press reporter Suzanne Gamboa covers a Washington Press Club event 
featuring Ken Burns and co-producer Lynn Novick: "Burns was somewhat disdainful of 
the criticism when asked what he learned from the controversy. 
"'We spend our entire lives consumed with that which makes me different and yet the 
purpose of art is to try to suggest ways we come together," he said. 
Read the story at http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/nation/5150494.html 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
Diversity magazine contributor Reginald Stuart writes about the issue in the September 
19, 2007. He quotes Mike Getler, the PBS ombudsman: I think their problem is they [Burns, Florentine 
Films and PBS] didnt think about all this in the beginning, and that reflects a weakness in the system. 
Read the story at http://diverseeducation.com/artman/publish/article_9348.shtml 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
MSNBC.COM's Miki Turner also covers the issue and quotes Burns: We dont cover 
many, many battles and other groups that were much larger than the 1.4 percent Hispanic 
population, he said with a hint of disdain in his voice. 
Read the story at http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20809730/ 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
Associated Press eporter Suzanne Gamboa writes (9-18-07) about Baldo creator Hector 
Cantu's attempt to garner more awareness about Latinos of the WWII generation. She 
quotes Cantu: "We are telling a little story about a Latino serving in World War II and 
there will be millions of people exposed to that," said Cantu, whose two uncles were 
veterans of the war. "Will we reach as many as Ken Burns? Probably not. But there will 
be more people out there who know about Latinos serving in the U.S. military."  
Read the entire story at 

http://www.jfklibrary.org/
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http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5jwDz5ycuaMYHWI37MyUNNWiIZtdA 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
Imperial Valley News reporter Victor Morales covered a speech (9-20-07) by Rivas-
Rodriguez at the Imperial Valley Community College. Morales quoted 18-year-old 
Nadine Rocha:  I am so glad I came because I learned a lot, she said. As a Latina, I know 
I must tell my children about our history even though its not in their text books.  
Read the entire story at: 
http://www.ivpressonline.com/articles/2007/09/20/news/news06.txt 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
American Heritage contributor Allen Barra interviews Geoffrey C. Ward, who wrote the 
script and co-write the accompanying book, The War. In response to how the 
documentary was organized, Ward says:  
        "The subject is so vast we needed some simple organizing principle, and four towns 
seemed like a good one. But the war was so universally felt that I suspect we would have 
had the same impact if wed thrown darts at a map. However, Lynn Novick, Kens 
codirector and coproducerprobably the most unsung member of our teamdid the 
preliminary winnowing. Luverne was picked because the eloquent pilot Quentin 
Aanenson came from there. Mobile was the home of the late Eugene Sledge and of his 
boyhood friends Sid and Katherine Phillips. Sacramento was picked in part because we 
were interested in the Japanese internment story and knew that several veterans of the 
segregated 442nd combat team lived there. We also wanted a Northeastern town, and 
when Lynn discovered the surviving members of poor Babe Ciarlos family, Waterbury 
was added to the list. In every case, we found more riches than we could possibly use. 
        "Like all organizing principles, ours proved inadequate, and we felt free to pepper 
both the series and the book with people who did not live in our towns, ranging from Sen. 
Daniel Inouye to Arthur Mayer, a guy who happens to swim next to me at a pool on West 
63rd Street and lived through the fighting in Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge. 
Everyone we interviewed lived through the war. No historians needed to apply." 
Read the transcript of the interview at: http://www.americanheritage.com/ 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
Democracy Now's Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez also addressed the controversy 
in their 9-20-07 show: 
Gonzalez says: "...I think the feeling of the educators and the community leaders is that 
the major film, not the local ones that are actually -- some of them are actually very good, 
from what Ive heard, but the major film will end up becoming a major piece of 
educational material in public schools and libraries. So now a campaign is going to be 
waged around the country to debate in every school district and every local library 
whether this should be used -- the major film -- should be used as an educational 
campaign, especially the book, because the book is totally exclusionary, the 
accompanying book thats part of the film. So it should be interesting to see how it 
develops over the next few years. " 
See the transcript (also video available) at 
http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=07/09/20/139218#transcript 
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Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
New Yorker writer Nancy Franklin reviews the documentary, and makes a short 
mention of the Latino issue. Franklin writes: "To be excluded was to be written out of 
history, they [Latinos] insisted. Burns eventually added twenty-eight minutes to the film, 
which, however, do not add much; the scenesthe extra material throws a Native American 
veteran into the mix, as well as two Hispanicsfeel tacked-on, because they are. Burns had 
originally said that re�ting the film would be destructive, like trying to graft an arm onto 
your child. It turns out that not re�ting the film was also like grafting an arm onto your 
child." 
See the entire review at 
http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/television/2007/09/24/070924crte_television_f
ranklin 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
New York Daily News columnist Albor Ruiz writes about the controversy. He says:  
"The facts, though, speak for themselves. Latinos have participated in every U.S. war 
including the Civil War. Over the years, they have received dozens of Medals of Honor 
and many more Purple Hearts. 
 
"Today, there are about 130,000 Hispanics in the armed forces, and just as an example, 
one of the first U.S. soldiers to die in Iraq was Jos�uti�ez, an immigrant from 
Guatemala who wasn't even an American citizen. 
Read the story at http://www.nydailynews.com/boroughs/2007/09/16/2007-09-
16_burns_films_just_1_example_of_bad_times_.html 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
Kansas City Star television critic Aaron Barnhart reviews the documentary (9-15-07), 
and says that the additional material, featuring two Latino Marines, Bill Lansford and 
Pete Arias and Joe Medicine Crow, a Crow Indian from Montana, strengthens the film. 
Barnhart writes:  
"Burns decision means that we meet Lansford and Arias after the opening episode seems 
to be over. Norah Jones sings a ballad, American Anthem (commissioned for The War), 
over a slow-moving montage of images while the screen fades to black and then suddenly 
this text appears: 'More than sixteen million American men and women would serve in 
uniform during the War. They came from everywhere and each had a story to tell.'" 
Read the entire story at 
http://www.kansascity.com/entertainment/story/274135.html 
Or go to defendthehonor.org 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in September on PBS. 
Director Ken Burns and associates took  more than six years to interview more than 40 
individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
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in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film originally had no reference to the Latino 
contribution. The documentary also has an accompanying book and educational 
materials.   PBS officials say, in a news release: "Serving our mission to educate and 
inform, PBS's goal for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so 
together we can better understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years 
and what we as a nation accomplished."  In response, letters of protest have been sent to 
PBS and Ken Burns, as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and major 
sponsors, including Anheuser-Busch and General Motors. PBS announced in April that 
Ken Burns had reconsidered his approach, which had omitted Latinos, and now would 
include them. PBS also announced it had hired Austin documentarian Hector Galan to 
help in adding the materials. Burns reiterated that commitment on April 17th, at a 
Washington, DC meeting with several Latino organizations and public officials. But 
subsequently his camp said the film would be changed, but not re-edited, raising concerns 
and doubts about how substantial the inclusion would be. In May, Burns met privately 
with the American GI Forum and HACR and the three parties announced they had 
reached an agreement about the inclusion. Questions remain, however, about how the 
material will be included, and how meaningful it will be. Defend the Honor is allied with 
several other Latino organizations, national, regional and local, to address those issues. 
  
The Defend the Honor campaign is a grassroots effort representing thousands of 
individuals, members of dozens of organizations. The campaign's core organizers are 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of Austin, Texas; Gus Chavez, of San Diego; Angelo Falcon, 
president, National Institute for Latino Policy in New York: Marta Garcia, New York 
Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition; Ivan Roman, with the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists, and Armando Rendon, the San Francisco Bay area. 
Its mission is to create a greater awareness of the contributions of the Latino WWII 
generation, specifically as it applies to the upcoming PBS documentary.  
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
THINGS TO DO -- TO REGISTER YOUR PROTEST -- 
Please go to defendthehonor.org for a lengthy list of things you 
can do to voice your concerns. 
 
LOCAL CONTACTS: 
 
Puerto Rico-- 
Gretza Pineiro , a screen writer in San Juan. 
 
Midwest --  
Illinois -- Bill Luna <metzli36@hotmail.com>, a former Green Beret and a professor of 
Chicano history at Indiana University (who has conducted several interviews for the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Project over the years) and who operates Chicago's Museum of 
Mexican Culture and History. Michael Martinez, a veteran who had five brothers in 



the military, will be working out of Chicago. Edgar L. Arredondo, also of Chicago, is 
working on the issue. 
 
Kansas--Celestina Tunie Caudillo-Sparman < salsa_tunie@hotmail.com> , near 
Wichita, Kansas, whose father is both a WWII and a Korean War veteran.  Rudy 
Padilla <opkansas@swbell.net>, of Eastern Kansas, a retired federal employee.  
 
Michigan-- Juan Marinez <marinez@anr.msu.edu>, of East Lansing, MI, who has 
done, and continues to do great interviews for the WWII Project. Rosa Morales < 
RedRosa@AOL.com (or) morale27@msu.edu>, of Saginaw, MI, and East Lansing, MI, a 
long-time journalist and journalism educator. Francisco M. Vega, 
<PANCHOVEGA13@aol.com >  a volunteer decorated veteran of WW I I and Korea, in 
East Lansing. 
 
Wisconsin-- Ernesto Chacon < Ernesto.chacon@gov.state.wi.us> will be representing Defend 
the Honor in Milwaukee. 
 
West-- 
California-- 
BAY AREA - - Armando Rendon, <armandorendon@sbcglobal.net>, who has been 
involved in this effort since the start. David Ramirez <indianhead1950@yahoo.com>, an 
educator from the Sacramento area, whose father was a WWII veteran. Robert Haro, 
retired professor and university executive.  
 
LOS ANGELES -- Sal Castro, a former East LA school teacher who is the coordinator 
of the Chicano Youth Leadership Conference. And Henry Mendoza 
<htmendoza@aol.com >, a former journalist who has been one of the editors for news 
stories written by college students for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History 
Project. Nancy De Los Santos, whose father was among eight brothers to serve in 
WWII. Mimi Lozano < mimilozano@aol.com>, of Somos Primos, a publication 
dedicated to past and present articles, events and information concerning Hispanic 
heritage issues. 
  SAN DIEGO -- Rogelio Reyes <rreyes@mail.sdsu.edu>, a professor at San Diego 
State University.  
 
SACRAMENTO -- Francisco Lovato < francisco@theunion.net> , whose father was a 
WWII veteran.  
 
Washington State 
Rafael Ojeda <rsnojeda@aol.com> of Tacoma, has been very involved since the start, 
via emails and letters, now will be doing more organizing. 
 
Ricardo R. Garcia of Granger, WA expressed interest in the Project as well as the 
Defend the Honor Campaign. 
  Nevada 
Jesse Gutierrez of Reno, NV, will also sell Defend the Honor buttons. 
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Colorado-- 
Bob Urioste -- a retired Veteran, with 30 years service in the Air Force, USNR, Army 
and Army Reserves during the Korean and Vietnam War, and the Colorado 
representative of the Hispanic War Veterans Association.  
 
Southwest 
New Mexico-- 
ALBUQUERQUE --Eduardo Diaz <Eduardo.Diaz@state.nm.us>, executive director of 
the National Hispanic Cultural Center.  
DEMING--Manuel and Esther Giron will be adding their energies. Manuel is a 
teacher at the Deming Cesar Chavez Charter High School. 
 
Texas --  
AUSTIN -- Alfredo Santos, a former UFW organizer and current newspaper publisher, 
and Dan Arellano <darellano@austin.rr.com>, with Tejanos en Accion, will be 
developing the Austin area. Nora Comstock, of Las Comadres, is also involved.  
 
LAREDO--Eddie Botello <eduardobotello@sbcglobal.net>, whose dad, Eduardo, was 
part of Company C, 1st Battalion, 313th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division, and 
who landed on Utah Beach on June 12, 1944 (the elder Botello is in great shape and came 
up to Austin for a May 11 reception).  
 
SAN ANTONIO--Diana Davalos Ramirez, whose father and uncle served in WWII, in 
the Devine, Pearsall and San Antonio area. Steve G. Trevino <TrevinoSG@aol.com >, a 
Marine veteran from Desert Storm 1, says he is gladly stepping up to the plate in San 
Antonio. And Katy Garza, of San Antonio, a retireee who is active in several 
organizations in  San Antonio. Roy Muniz, a Korean war veteran whose sister, Rafaela 
Esquivel, was a nurse in the WAAC in WWII. Antonia Castaneda < 
acastaneda@stmarytx.edu> , a retired St. Mary's University history professor. Gayle 
Garcia Arambula, <ggarambula@yahoo.com > whose father is a 
recently-interviewed WWII-era person, the youngest brother of Dr. Hector P. Garcia.  
Charlie Moke, an at-large representative of the Mexican American Unity Council. 
 
HOUSTON--Andres Ortiz, a PROUD MARINE VETERAN, will be working in 
Houston. Jim Black <jimblacktx@msn.com>, a financial advisor, has thrown himself 
into organizing around the issue in his area. Black put together two successful events in 
Houston for Defend the Honor and will continue working with local people to address the 
issue. A group is emerging there. 
 
DALLAS -- Sol Villasana <solvillasana@yahoo.com>, a Dallas attorney active in the 
community. 
 
WAXAHACHIE-- Jose Antonio Velazquez <velazquez.joseantonio@gmail.com> of 
Waxahachie, an educator. 
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GULF BEND -- Willie Perez <gillermoperez@sbcglobal.net> and Pat Vasquez in 
Corpus Christi. 
 
LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY-- Trinidad Gonzales < 
tgonzale@southtexascollege.edu>, a Doctoral Candidate at the University of Houston, 
and a history instructor at South Texas College, whose father is grandfather is a decorated 
WWII veteran and whose father is an officer with the Edinburg American Legion.  
 
EL PASO -- Within the past three weeks, a group has emerged, meeting regularly and 
planning activities. Members include: Erasmo Andrade <ewandrade@earthlink.net>, 
a retired teacher, is working with local people there. He is joined by Robert Rivas, also a 
retired teacher and school administrator.   
 
Northeast 
New Jersey-- Isabel M. Cabrera, who works with AT&T Latino employees (HACEMOS) 
in Forham Park, N.J. has come forward. 
 
New York-- Hudson, NY-- Michael Chameides, who has followed the issue closely and 
has already been spreading the word. 
 
Southeast 
Florida 
PUNTA GORDA -- Venessa Rivera is one of many people we met at the NCLR 
conference that expressed interest in the Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 
MIAMI-- Douglas Saballos, president of the local LULAC chapter in Miami, will be a 
representative of the Defend the Honor Campaign. He will also be submitting a tribute 
for his father, a WWII veteran from Nicaragua. 
 
Mid-Atlantic  
North Carolina 
JACKSONVILLE--Michael Cordero will be our Defend the Honor representative in 
his spare time. He is an officer in the Marine Corps.  
 
Thank you ALL! And we urge others to PLEASE STEP FORWARD TODAY!!!  
--30-- 
 
DEFEND THE HONOR- A GRASSROOTS COALITION DEDICATED TO 
CREATING A GREATER AWARENESS OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE LATINO 
WWII GENERATION. 
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