
 

Weekly Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS WWII 
Documentary 

September 6, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: 
www.defendthehonor.org 

Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  

You can still interview your friends & relatives, or provide a Tribute for those who 
have passed on.  

Quote of the Week: ""There's the potential that (the Burns controversy) will have a 
positive effect... I think it's caused a lot of soul-searching on the part of a lot of decision-
makers."-- Phoenix-based documentary filmmaker Paul Espinosa, in an Associated 
Press story by David Bauder, about how PBS has signed up several Latino 
documentaries in the wake of the Ken Burns controversy. The story first ran on Aug. 23, 
but has been picked up throughout the country since then. See the story at 
http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/tv/328961_pbslatino25.html 
Or read it at Defendthehonor.org. 
 
Please see a listing of things you can do to register your concerns about this issue. 
Also, if there is no local Defender of the Honor in your area, please step up to the 
plate. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 
September 6, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA -- Ken Burns at preview of The War, Palace 
Theater, 8 pm (contact Dave Donovan)  
 
September 8, MOBILE, ALABAMA -- Ken Burns at preview of The War, The 
Mitchell Center, 8 pm (contact Jared Seeger). 
 
September 9, ALBUQUERQUE, 2 p.m.- Screenings of Colors of Courage, 
documentary by Tony Martinez, about NM veterans and the Bataan Death March; and 
Latino Stories of WWII, by Mario Barrera.  Secretary Garc�will be actively involved 
in the introduction of the program.  FREE admission. Organized and sponsored by 
Nattional Hispanc Cultural Center, with New Mexico Department of Veterans 
Services.   
 
Sept. 9, HOUSTON, 5-8 p.m. Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will speak at Irmas 
Restaurant, 22 N. Chenevert, and sign books.   
 
Sept. 9-10, CORPUS CHRISTI, TX. -- Raquel Garza, project manager of the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project, will distribute information about the Project 
and  disseminate information about Defend the Honor.  Omni Marina Hotel, at the 
Hispanic Organization for Public Education (HOPE).   
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Sept. 10, WATERBURY, CONNECTICUT -- The Palace Theater, 7 pm (contact 
Cassin Donn) 
 
Sep. 11, AUSTIN -- noon, University of Texas at Austin, Union building, Chicano 
Culture Room, Hector Cantu, creator of Baldo comic strip, talks about using Comic 
Strips as Social Commentary. Free and open to the public. Contact (512) 471-1924 for 
more information. 
 
Sept. 13, AUSTIN-noon, University of Texas at Austin, Union building, Theater, Panel 
Discussion on Hidden Histories. Kirby Warnock (documentary film producer of Border 
Bandits about the Texas Rangers); Dan Arellano, who has documented the Battle of 
Medina, and Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez. Introductions by Jose Limon, director, Center 
for Mexican American Studies; moderated by Charles Ramirez-Berg, professor of 
radio-television-film. Free and open to the public. Contact (512) 471-1924 for more 
information. 
 
Sept. 13-15, AUSTIN -- Tejano Geology Conference, The Ken Burns/PBS issue will be 
discussed. For more information, see its website at 
http://www.freewebs.com/nosotroslostejanos/index.htm  
 
Sept. 13 -- SACRAMENTO, CA.-- Ken Burns preview of The War at the Crest 
Theater, 7 p.m.  
 
Sept. 15-- ALBUQUERQUE, NM-- Salute to Hispano Veterans on Sept 15 at the Hilton Hotel.  
 
Sept. 17 through Sept. 27-- NATIONWIDE, IN 200 NEWSPAPERS--Baldo comic 
strip pays homage to a Latino WWII veteran. Creators Hector Cantu and Carlos 
Castellanos take 10 days to tell the experience of a composite Latino WWII hero, Ben 
Ramirez.  
 
Sept. 17-- LOS ANGELES, 4 p.m.-- Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez to speak at Loyola 
Marymount College.  
 
Sept. 18, Kansas City, MO., 6:30 p.m.-- Panel Discussion, a Guerra (The War), Central 
Library, 14 West 10th Street, The Kansas City Public  Library, in association with 
KCUR, will bring the contributions of Latino World War II veterans. Moderator: 
KCUR's Sylvia Maria Gross, panelists include World War II veterans Roque Riojas 
and Bob Cotero. Reception preceding at 6 p.m. Admission to all of the events is free, but 
reservations are recommended. To register, call  816.701.3407 or log on to kclibrary.org. 
 
Sept. 18, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA., 11:30 a.m.-- Golden West Community 
College, Panel Discussion, moderated by political science professor Margot Bolby, 
and including panelists Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, documentary film producer Steve 
Rubin (who produced East L.A. Marine: The Untold True Story of Guy Gabaldon) , 
and a Latino veteran.  
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Sept. 19, SAN DIEGO, CA.-- Gus Chavez and Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez will be 
speaking at San Diego State University. Details to come. 
  
Sept. 19-20, LOS ANGELES AREA Sal Castro, Rudy Acu��Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez, and others, will make various presentations. Developing. 
 
Sept. 20, HUDSON, NY -- Advanced Screening of The War, 7:30 p.m., Time & Space 
Limited, 434 Columbia St 
Hudson, NY. 518-755-9822. http://timeandspace.org/tsl/calendar/event.php?id=426; Free 
Admission; Copies of the Companion book and the CD Soundtrack will be given away 
through a free raffle. 
 
Sept. 22, EDINBURG, TX, 3:30 p.m. -- American Legion hosts a WWII Latino 
Appreciation Day and Defend the Honor press conference.  
 
Sept. 23 VARIOUS CITIES -- Day of Remembrance and Honor of the Latino WWII 
Generation.  
 
Sept. 23 AUSTIN, 4-6 p.m.-- Rally, State Capitol Steps. Several speakers are being 
invited, at the local, state and federal level, elected officials, as well as community 
leaders. 
 
Sept. 23--CHICAGO-- kick-off of WWII Hispanic Military Exhibit at the Little Village 
Community Council building. Exhibit will be up for at least a week. 
 
Sept. 28, ALBUQUERQUE -- Screening of work by Hector Gal� including his The 
War segment, and a segment from Los Mineros, an earlier documentary on Mexican and 
Mexican American miners in Arizona.  Hector will be present to introduce films and 
answer questions.  FREE admission. Organized and sponsored by Nattional Hispanc 
Cultural Center, with New Mexico Department of Veterans Services.   
 
Sept. 28, BOSTON, 5:30-7pm. -- Excerpts from The War, discussion with Ken Burns, 
with commentator Mike Barnicle. John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum 
5:30-7pm. It is a ticketed event, but it is free.  To make reservations: 617-514-1643 or 
www.jfklibrary.org. 
 
Oct 13, PHILADELPHIA-- 4-5:45 p.m. American Studies Association, panel 
discussion, Race and Representation in Ken Burns' "The War"; Session Participants: 
Chair: Matthew John Garcia (Brown University (RI); Panelists: Maggie Rivas-
Rodriguez (University of Texas, Austin (TX); Stephen Pitti (Yale University (CT); 
Beverly Singer (University of New Mexico (NM) 
 
 
 
SUMMARY:   
 Local Defend the Honor groups continue to firm up their Day of Remembrance and 
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Honor for Sept. 23, although at least one group has opted for Sept. 22; various 
organizations have contacted Defend the Honors about various actions. Developing. A 
corrido about the Ken Burns/PBS controversy has been written by Dr. Jose "Pepe" 
Villarino, a retired professor and musican from San Diego State University. Villarino 
will record the corrido with his group La Rondalla and it will be distributed.  Defend the 
Honor continues to provide information widely about the issue and what is at stake: the 
inclusion of Latinos in our nation's history. 
 
 
MEDIA:  
Arizona Star columnist Ernesto Portillo addressed the issue on Aug. 26. Portillo 
writes: "Burns didn't think it valuable to include Latinos in his version of the war, which 
probably will be lauded as a great documentary and be used as a teaching tool in public 
schools. 
"But that's exactly the point. The history of World War II, whether told by academics or 
popular filmmakers, too often overlook Latinos and other other minority groups." 
Read the complete column at defendthehonor.org 
 
Hispanic Business magazine's Michael Todd carries an interview with Defend the 
Honor's core group member Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez in the Sept. 2006 issue, asking 
tough questions. p. 108. [Editor's note: the interview was not available immediately, 
but Defend the Honor is seeking an electronic copy of the article.] 
 
 
BACKGROUND: THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, is scheduled to air in 
September on PBS. Director Ken Burns and associates took  more than six years to 
interview more than 40 individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; 
Mobile, Alabama; Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary 
features individuals in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special 
consideration: Japanese Americans and African Americans. The film originally had no 
reference to the Latino contribution. The documentary also has an accompanying book 
and educational materials.   PBS officials say, in a news release: "Serving our mission to 
educate and inform, PBS's goal for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom 
-- so together we can better understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult 
years and what we as a nation accomplished."  In response, letters of protest have been 
sent to PBS and Ken Burns, as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and 
major sponsors, including Anheuser-Busch and General Motors. PBS announced in April 
that Ken Burns had reconsidered his approach, which had omitted Latinos, and now 
would include them. PBS also announced it had hired Austin documentarian Hector 
Galan to help in adding the materials. Burns reiterated that commitment on April 17th, at 
a Washington, DC meeting with several Latino organizations and public officials. But 
subsequently his camp said the film would be changed, but not re-edited, raising concerns 
and doubts about how substantial the inclusion would be. In May, Burns met privately 
with the American GI Forum and HACR and the three parties announced they had 
reached an agreement about the inclusion. Questions remain, however, about how the 
material will be included, and how meaningful it will be. Defend the Honor is allied with 



several other Latino organizations, national, regional and local, to address those issues. 
  
The Defend the Honor campaign is a grassroots effort representing thousands of 
individuals, members of dozens of organizations. The campaign's core organizers are 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of Austin, Texas; Gus Chavez, of San Diego; Angelo Falcon, 
president, National Institute for Latino Policy in New York: Marta Garcia, New York 
Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition; Ivan Roman, with the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists, and Armando Rendon, the San Francisco Bay area. 
Its mission is to create a greater awareness of the contributions of the Latino WWII 
generation, specifically as it applies to the upcoming PBS documentary.  
This email is part of a weekly update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
THINGS TO DO -- TO REGISTER YOUR PROTEST --  

(on defendthehonor.org, there is a longer version, with more 
of an intro -- ready for you to print out and distribute)  
These are all suggestions from many conversations with 
concerned viewers like you. This is not a one-size-fits-all 
list -- some suggestions are more severe than others. But it 
is important that you take a stand today, to make sure that 
the Latino contributions to our country are recognized and 
acknowledged. Do what you feel you can do comfortably 
and proudly.  
   
1. Go to the website Defend the Honor and read the 
background of this situation. www.DefendTheHonor.org 
<http://www.defendthehonor.org/>   
   
2. Contact your local PBS station, express your dismay and 
disappointment that Latinos were not initially included in 
this documentary film. You can do this through email, 
phone, or letter. Ask to be assured that the DVD of the film 
include the Latino interviews. A list of the local PBS 
stations is on the defendthehonor.org website.  
   
2b. OR Contact your local PBS station, and cancel your 
subscription, citing the lack of concern to include Latinos 
in this major documentary series.  
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3. Contact the president of PBS National Paula Kerger ( 
http://www.pbs.org/aboutsite/aboutsite_feedback.html) and 
let her know of your disappointment and dismay that PBS 
would have this production in the works for seven years, 
and not question the lack of a Latino presence. Ask her to 
be sure that the DVD of the film include the Latino 
interviews.  
   
4. Contact the PBS Ombudsman Michael Getler. His job is to 
ensure that PBS upholds its editorial standards, which 
include diversity and inclusion. (www.PBS.org 
<http://www.pbs.org/> ) Tell him your opinion of this 
situation.  
   
5a. Watch the documentary series when it airs, and discuss 
the Latino sections with your friends, neighbors, relatives. 
Send your comments to your local station, or to your local 
newspaper. MAKE SURE TO SEND 
INFO@DEFENDTHEHONOR.ORG a copy well keep it in our 
archives, for future scholars to study.  
   
5b. Or dont watch the documentary series, and let your 
local PBS Station know you will not watch, and why.  
   
6a. Call your local PBS station during the Pledge Drive, and 
tell them you will not pledge because of the lack of respect 
show Latinos in this documentary series.  We were only 
included after the public outcry.  
   
6b. Or Call your local PBS station during the Pledge Event, 
and pledge your subscription but insist that the DVD you 
receive INCLUDES the LATINO INTERVIEWS.  
   
7. If you listen to talk radio program with a call-in line . . . 
call in and comment on THE WAR.  
8. Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper or 
community organization in response to this situation 
regarding THE WAR.  Defend the Honor has sample letters 

http://www.pbs.org/aboutsite/aboutsite_feedback.html)


and comments by people across the country.  Use that 
information. SEE ONE VERSION OF A LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR YOU MAY SEND AT DEFENDTHEHONOR.ORG.  
9. Contact your local cable company about interviewing 
Hispanic/Latino veterans during the time period when PBS 
is airing THE WAR.  
   
10. Contact your local school board and library board, 
exhort them not to purchase the DVD of the documentary 
series, unless they are assured that it includes the Latino 
interviews.   
11.  Contact any of the shows sponsors - Ford, Anheuser-
bush, and Bank of America - and express your 
disappointment in their sponsorship of this program.  The 
full list is on the www.DefendTheHonor.org 
<http://www.defendthehonor.org />  website, plus a draft of 
a letter.  
   
12.  Contact your Congressman and express your 
disappointment that Federal funds were used to support 
this documentary series that initially ignored Latino 
servicemen and women in World War 2.  This website 
includes the phone, fax number and URL for that office. 
Insert your state zip code for the ca at the end.  
http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/cgi-
bin/newseek.cgi?site=ctc&state=ca 
<http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/cgi-
bin/newseek.cgi?site=ctc&amp;state=ca>  
   
13. A good assignment for secondary students, to seek out 
and report on the Hispanic/Latino Medal of Honor recipients 
and those that received the Bronze Star, Navy Cross, or 
Purple Heart during WW II.  OR interview Hispanic/Latino 
veterans in the community and send them to the 
DefendTheHonor website.  Their stories will be added.  
14. Find opportunities within your personal outreach - 
Speak about the problem of Burns' history of exclusion 
among your own family, and personal friends and 
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associates, at work, church, play, by phone, email, or in 
person.  
   
15.  Just Do Something!  
 

The following are the local contacts 
Puerto Rico-- 
Gretza Pineiro, a screen writer in San Juan. 
 
Midwest --  
Illinois -- Bill Luna <metzli36@hotmail.com>, a former Green Beret and a professor of 
Chicano history at Indiana University (who has conducted several interviews for the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Project over the years) and who operates Chicago's Museum of 
Mexican Culture and History. Michael Martinez, a veteran who had five brothers in 
the military, will be working out of Chicago. Edgar L. Arredondo, also of Chicago, 
 
Kansas--Celestina Tunie Caudillo-Sparman <salsa_tunie@hotmail.com>, near 
Wichita, Kansas, whose father is both a WWII and a Korean War veteran.  Rudy 
Padilla <opkansas@swbell.net>, of Eastern Kansas, a retired federal employee.  
 
Michigan-- Juan Marinez <marinez@anr.msu.edu>, of East Lansing, MI, who has 
done, and continues to do great interviews for the WWII Project. Rosa Morales < 
RedRosa@AOL.com (or) morale27@msu.edu>, of Saginaw, MI, and East Lansing, MI, a 
long-time journalist and journalism educator. Francisco M. Vega, 
<PANCHOVEGA13@aol.com >  a volunteer decorated veteran of WW I I and Korea, in 
East Lansing. 
 
Wisconsin-- Ernesto Chacon <Ernesto.chacon@gov.state.wi.us> will be representing Defend 
the Honor in Milwaukee. 
 
West-- 
California-- 
BAY AREA -- Armando Rendon, <armandorendon@sbcglobal.net>, who has been 
involved in this effort since the start. David Ramirez <indianhead1950@yahoo.com>, an 
educator from the Sacramento area, whose father was a WWII veteran. Robert Haro, 
retired professor and university executive.  
 
LOS ANGELES -- Sal Castro, a former East LA school teacher who is the coordinator 
of the Chicano Youth Leadership Conference. And Henry Mendoza 
<htmendoza@aol.com>, a former journalist who has been one of the editors for news 
stories written by college students for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History 
Project. Nancy De Los Santos, whose father was among eight brothers to serve in 
WWII. Mimi Lozano <mimilozano@aol.com>, of Somos Primos, a publication 
dedicated to past and present articles, events and information concerning Hispanic 
heritage issues. 
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 SAN DIEGO -- Rogelio Reyes <rreyes@mail.sdsu.edu>, a professor at San Diego State 
University.  
 
SACRAMENTO -- Francisco Lovato <francisco@theunion.net> , whose father was a WWII 
veteran.  
 
Washington State 
Rafael Ojeda <rsnojeda@aol.com> of Tacoma, has been very involved since the start, 
via emails and letters, now will be doing more organizing. 
 
Ricardo R. Garcia of Granger, WA expressed interest in the Project as well as the 
Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 Nevada 
Jesse Gutierrez of Reno, NV, will also sell Defend the Honor buttons. 
 
Colorado-- 
Bob Urioste -- a retired Veteran, with 30 years service in the Air Force, USNR, Army 
and Army Reserves during the Korean and Vietnam War, and the Colorado 
representative of the Hispanic War Veterans Association.  
 
Southwest 
New Mexico-- 
ALBUQUERQUE --Eduardo Diaz <Eduardo.Diaz@state.nm.us>, executive director of 
the National Hispanic Cultural Center.  
DEMING--Manuel and Esther Giron will be adding their energies. Manuel is a 
teacher at the Deming Cesar Chavez Charter High School. 
 
Texas --  
AUSTIN-- Alfredo Santos, a former UFW organizer and current newspaper publisher, 
and Dan Arellano <darellano@austin.rr.com>, with Tejanos en Accion, will be 
developing the Austin area. Nora Comstock, of Las Comadres, is also involved.  
 
LAREDO--Eddie Botello <eduardobotello@sbcglobal.net>, whose dad, Eduardo, was 
part of Company C, 1st Battalion, 313th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division, and 
who landed on Utah Beach on June 12, 1944 (the elder Botello is in great shape and came 
up to Austin for a May 11 reception).  
 
SAN ANTONIO--Diana Davalos Ramirez, whose father and uncle served in WWII, in 
the Devine, Pearsall and San Antonio area. Steve G. Trevino <TrevinoSG@aol.com >, a 
Marine veteran from Desert Storm 1, says he is gladly stepping up to the plate in San 
Antonio. And Katy Garza, of San Antonio, a retireee who is active in several 
organizations in  San Antonio. Roy Muniz, a Korean war veteran whose sister, Rafaela 
Esquivel, was a nurse in the WAAC in WWII. Antonia Castaneda 
<acastaneda@stmarytx.edu>, a retired St. Mary's University history professor. Gayle 
Garcia Arambula, <ggarambula@yahoo.com > whose father is a 
recently-interviewed WWII-era person, the youngest brother of Dr. Hector P. Garcia.  
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Charlie Moke, an at-large representative of the Mexican American Unity Council. 
 
HOUSTON--Andres Ortiz, an Army veteran, will be working in Houston. 
 
DALLAS -- Sol Villasana <solvillasana@yahoo.com>, a Dallas attorney active in the 
community. 
 
WAXAHACHIE-- Jose Antonio Velazquez <velazquez.joseantonio@gmail.com> of 
Waxahachie, an educator. 
 
GULF BEND -- Willie Perez <gillermoperez@sbcglobal.net> and Pat Vasquez in 
Corpus Christi. 
 
LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY-- Trinidad Gonzales 
<tgonzale@southtexascollege.edu>, a Doctoral Candidate at the University of Houston, 
and a history instructor at South Texas College, whose father is grandfather is a decorated 
WWII veteran and whose father is an officer with the Edinburg American Legion.  
 
Northeast 
New Jersey-- Isabel M. Cabrera, who works with AT&T Latino employees (HACEMOS) 
in Forham Park, N.J. has come forward. 
 
New York-- Hudson, NY-- Michael Chameides, who has followed the issue closely and 
has already been spreading the word. 
 
 
Southeast 
Florida 
PUNTA GORDA -- Venessa Rivera is one of many people we met at the NCLR 
conference that expressed interest in the Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 
MIAMI-- Douglas Saballos, president of the local LULAC chapter in Miami, will be a 
representative of the Defend the Honor Campaign. He will also be submitting a tribute 
for his father, a WWII veteran from Nicaragua. 
 
Mid-Atlantic  
North Carolina 
JACKSONVILLE--Michael Cordero will be our Defend the Honor representative in 
his spare time. He is an officer in the Marine Corps.  
 
Thank you ALL! And we urge others to PLEASE STEP FORWARD TODAY!!!  
--30-- 
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