
 
 
  

Regular Update about Activities and Events Surrounding the Ken Burns PBS 
WWII Documentary 

Oct. 12, 2007 -- Available via email or on the website: www.defendthehonor.org 
Also see: the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History Project at 

http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/  
THIS WEEKEND EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WILL HONOR 

THE LATINO WWII GENERATION, IN DAYS OF HONOR AND 
REMEMBRANCE. DETAILS BELOW. 

Quote of the Week: "As a filmmaker whose genre is documentaries on a grand scale, 
Burns certainly has the research arm available to him to make sure no stone goes 
unturned when chronicling something as epic as World War II. Apparently, checking the 
footnotes of history may have been either too much work, or not important enough, to ask 
of Burns."-- 
Augustine Ruiz, San Jose Mercury News, 10-7-07 
 
 
SUMMARY:   
The Defend the Honor core group met in Washington, D.C., on Monday, Oct. 8, for a 
webcast. The webcast is available on the website, defendthehonor.org. 
The core group, which included Gus Chavez, Angelo Falcon, Marta Garcia, Alex 
Nogales, Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez and Ivan Roman, spoke about what had been gained 
over the past 10 months, and the many issues that remain to be resolved. They also noted 
that The War, the Ken Burns/PBS documentary on WWII, which was pressed to include 
Latino contributions, was a disappointment. Nogales noted that Burns had not lived up to 
his April 17, 2007, promise to incorporate the Latino material "seamlessly" into the 
documentary. The core group also said that there are many possibilies under 
consideration for continuing  advocating for the inclusion of Latinos in our nation's 
historical narrative. Look for a proposal in the coming weeks. 
 
Iris, a cyber-savvy woman based in Austin, has put together an online petition that will 
register emails protests with sponsors and PBS. To see it, go to  
http://www.larazaunida.com/action_wwii.htm  
There will be a link on defendthehonor.org, as well. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO 
REGISTER YOUR CONCERNS THROUGH THIS NEW PETITION. 
 
Note: The Defend the Honor Update will continue, but less frequently. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  
 
Oct 13, PHILADELPHIA-- 4-5:45 p.m. Philadelphia Marriott, Room 408 American 
Studies Association, panel discussion, Race and Representation in Ken Burns' "The 
War"; Session Participants: Chair: Matthew John Garcia (Brown University (RI); 
Panelists: Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez (University of Texas, Austin (TX); Stephen Pitti 

http://www.defendthehonor.org/
http://utopia.utexas.edu/explore/latino/
http://www.larazaunida.com/action_wwii.htm


(Yale University (CT).  
 
MEDIA:  
La Estrella de Tucson, a bilingual newspaper, ran a story by Carmen Duarte, about 
Arizona men included in the book, A Legacy Greater than Words. As part of the story, 
she interviewed Edward Romero, who joined the Marines as a 17-year-old in 1943. 
See the story at: 
http://www.laestrelladetucson.com/sn/laestrella/204413.php 
 Or go to Defendthehonor.org 
 
San Jose Mercury News ran an op-ed piece by Augustine Ruiz, about the issue. 
See the column at: 
http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion/ci_7110453?source=email&nclick_check=1 
 Or go to Defendthehonor.org 
 
The Denton (Texas) Record ran a column by Rudy Rodriguez, a professor of teacher 
education and administration as well as the son of a WWII veteran. Rodriguez writes: 
"The ommission in the main film of a major segment of the population is a stark reminder 
that some of the most fundamental humanitarian concerns and constitutional principles 
of equity and justice for all continue to elude us even today." 
See the column at: http://web3.unt.edu/newsclips/pdffiles/10_04_2007_DRC_PBS.pdf 
 Or go to Defendthehonor.org 
 
The Nation ran a review by Eric Alterman on 10-11-07, in which Alterman says: 
...Burns clearly considers it his mandate to engage as much in mythmaking as in 
documentation and disquisition. Because of this, though I am usually unsympathetic to 
any form of political pressure on scholars or artists, regardless of funding sources, when 
Hispanic leaders called for protest marches and Congressional pressure to get Latinos 
included in Burns's program, I felt they had a point. Burns initially resisted, insisting that 
re-editing the film would be "destructive, like trying to graft an arm onto your child." But 
with so much corporate good will and PBS funding riding on the program, he was moved 
to change his mind.  
See the entire column at: http://www.thenation.com/doc/20071029/alterman 
 Or go to Defendthehonor.org 
 
BACKGROUND: 
THE WAR, a 14-hour documentary on WWII, aired in September and October on PBS. 
Director Ken Burns and associates took  more than six years to interview more than 40 
individuals in four communities (Waterbury, Connecticut; Mobile, Alabama; 
Sacramento, California; and Luverne, Minnesota). The documentary features individuals 
in those communities, with two ethnic/racial groups given special consideration: Japanese 
Americans and African Americans. The film originally had no reference to the Latino 
contribution. The documentary also has an accompanying book and educational 
materials.   PBS officials said, in a news release: "Serving our mission to educate and 
inform, PBS's goal for THE WAR is to reach into every home and classroom -- so 
together we can better understand what we as a nation experienced in those difficult years 
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and what we as a nation accomplished."  In response, letters of protest have been sent to 
PBS and Ken Burns, as well as the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and major 
sponsors, including Anheuser-Busch and General Motors. PBS announced in April that 
Ken Burns had reconsidered his approach, which had omitted Latinos, and now would 
include them. Burns reiterated that commitment on April 17th, at a Washington, DC 
meeting with several Latino organizations and public officials. At that same meeting, 
PBS announced it had hired Austin documentarian Hector Galan to help in adding the 
materials. But subsequently, Burns' camp said the film would be changed, but not re-
edited, raising concerns and doubts about how substantial the inclusion would be. In 
May, Burns met privately with the American GI Forum and HACR and the three parties 
announced they had reached an agreement about the inclusion. In the end, the new 
material included interviews with two Latino veterans and one Native American veteran, 
for a total of 28 minutes. But the new material was placed AFTER the episode, as 
obvious add-ons. The new material did not explore the Latino experience, but rather was 
the stories of the individual men.  
 
Defend the Honor is allied with several other Latino organizations, national, regional and 
local, to address those issues. It is a grassroots effort representing thousands of 
individuals, members of dozens of organizations. The campaign's core organizers are 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez of Austin, Texas; Gus Chavez, of San Diego; Angelo Falcon, 
president, National Institute for Latino Policy in New York: Marta Garcia, New York 
Chapter of the National Hispanic Media Coalition; Ivan Roman, with the National 
Association of Hispanic Journalists, and Armando Rendon, the San Francisco Bay area. 
Its mission is to create a greater awareness of the contributions of the Latino WWII 
generation, specifically as it applies to the upcoming PBS documentary.  
This email is part of a regular update on the efforts to secure representation of Latinos & 
Latinas of the WWII generation in THE WAR. Please see our website at 
defendthehonor.org. 
 
LOCAL CONTACTS: 
 
Puerto Rico-- 
Gretza Pineiro , a screen writer in San Juan. 
 
Midwest --  
Illinois -- Bill Luna <metzli36@hotmail.com>, a former Green Beret and a professor of 
Chicano history at Indiana University (who has conducted several interviews for the U.S. 
Latino & Latina WWII Project over the years) and who operates Chicago's Museum of 
Mexican Culture and History. Michael Martinez, a veteran who had five brothers in 
the military, will be working out of Chicago. Edgar L. Arredondo, also of Chicago, is 
working on the issue. 
 
Kansas--Celestina Tunie Caudillo-Sparman < salsa_tunie@hotmail.com> , near 
Wichita, Kansas, whose father is both a WWII and a Korean War veteran.  Rudy 
Padilla <opkansas@swbell.net>, of Eastern Kansas, a retired federal employee.  
 



Michigan-- Juan Marinez <marinez@anr.msu.edu>, of East Lansing, MI, who has 
done, and continues to do great interviews for the WWII Project. Rosa Morales < 
RedRosa@AOL.com (or) morale27@msu.edu>, of Saginaw, MI, and East Lansing, MI, a 
long-time journalist and journalism educator. Francisco M. Vega, 
<PANCHOVEGA13@aol.com >  a volunteer decorated veteran of WW I I and Korea, in 
East Lansing. 
 
Wisconsin-- Ernesto Chacon < Ernesto.chacon@gov.state.wi.us> will be representing Defend 
the Honor in Milwaukee. 
 
West-- 
California-- 
BAY AREA - - Armando Rendon, <armandorendon@sbcglobal.net>, who has been 
involved in this effort since the start. David Ramirez <indianhead1950@yahoo.com>, an 
educator from the Sacramento area, whose father was a WWII veteran. Robert Haro, 
retired professor and university executive.  
 
LOS ANGELES -- Sal Castro, a former East LA school teacher who is the coordinator 
of the Chicano Youth Leadership Conference. And Henry Mendoza 
<htmendoza@aol.com >, a former journalist who has been one of the editors for news 
stories written by college students for the U.S. Latino & Latina WWII Oral History 
Project. Nancy De Los Santos, whose father was among eight brothers to serve in 
WWII. Mimi Lozano < mimilozano@aol.com>, of Somos Primos, a publication 
dedicated to past and present articles, events and information concerning Hispanic 
heritage issues. 
  SAN DIEGO -- Rogelio Reyes <rreyes@mail.sdsu.edu>, a professor at San Diego 
State University.  
 
SACRAMENTO -- Francisco Lovato < francisco@theunion.net> , whose father was a 
WWII veteran.  
 
Washington State 
Rafael Ojeda <rsnojeda@aol.com> of Tacoma, has been very involved since the start, 
via emails and letters, now will be doing more organizing. 
 
Ricardo R. Garcia of Granger, WA expressed interest in the Project as well as the 
Defend the Honor Campaign. 
  Nevada 
Jesse Gutierrez of Reno, NV, will also sell Defend the Honor buttons. 
 
Colorado-- 
Bob Urioste -- a retired Veteran, with 30 years service in the Air Force, USNR, Army 
and Army Reserves during the Korean and Vietnam War, and the Colorado 
representative of the Hispanic War Veterans Association.  
 
Southwest 
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New Mexico-- 
ALBUQUERQUE --Eduardo Diaz <Eduardo.Diaz@state.nm.us>, executive director of 
the National Hispanic Cultural Center.  
DEMING--Manuel and Esther Giron will be adding their energies. Manuel is a 
teacher at the Deming Cesar Chavez Charter High School. 
 
Texas --  
AUSTIN -- Alfredo Santos, a former UFW organizer and current newspaper publisher, 
and Dan Arellano <darellano@austin.rr.com>, with Tejanos en Accion, will be 
developing the Austin area. Nora Comstock, of Las Comadres, is also involved.  
 
LAREDO--Eddie Botello <eduardobotello@sbcglobal.net>, whose dad, Eduardo, was 
part of Company C, 1st Battalion, 313th Infantry Regiment, 79th Infantry Division, and 
who landed on Utah Beach on June 12, 1944 (the elder Botello is in great shape and came 
up to Austin for a May 11 reception).  
 
SAN ANTONIO--Diana Davalos Ramirez, whose father and uncle served in WWII, in 
the Devine, Pearsall and San Antonio area. Steve G. Trevino <TrevinoSG@aol.com >, a 
Marine veteran from Desert Storm 1, says he is gladly stepping up to the plate in San 
Antonio. And Katy Garza, of San Antonio, a retireee who is active in several 
organizations in  San Antonio. Roy Muniz, a Korean war veteran whose sister, Rafaela 
Esquivel, was a nurse in the WAAC in WWII. Antonia Castaneda < 
acastaneda@stmarytx.edu> , a retired St. Mary's University history professor. Gayle 
Garcia Arambula, <ggarambula@yahoo.com > whose father is a 
recently-interviewed WWII-era person, the youngest brother of Dr. Hector P. Garcia.  
Charlie Moke, an at-large representative of the Mexican American Unity Council. 
 
HOUSTON--Andres Ortiz, a PROUD MARINE VETERAN, will be working in 
Houston. Jim Black <jimblacktx@msn.com>, a financial advisor, has thrown himself 
into organizing around the issue in his area. Black put together two successful events in 
Houston for Defend the Honor and will continue working with local people to address the 
issue. A group is emerging there. 
 
DALLAS -- Sol Villasana <solvillasana@yahoo.com>, a Dallas attorney active in the 
community. 
 
WAXAHACHIE-- Jose Antonio Velazquez <velazquez.joseantonio@gmail.com> of 
Waxahachie, an educator. 
 
GULF BEND -- Pat Vasquez in Corpus Christi. 
 
LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY-- Trinidad Gonzales 
<tgonzale@southtexascollege.edu>, a Doctoral Candidate at the University of Houston, 
and a history instructor at South Texas College, whose father is grandfather is a decorated 
WWII veteran and whose father is an officer with the Edinburg American Legion.  
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EL PASO -- Within the past three weeks, a group has emerged, meeting regularly and 
planning activities. Members include: Erasmo Andrade <ewandrade@earthlink.net>, 
a retired teacher, is working with local people there. He is joined by Robert Rivas, also a 
retired teacher and school administrator.   
 
Northeast 
New Jersey-- Isabel M. Cabrera, who works with AT&T Latino employees (HACEMOS) 
in Forham Park, N.J. has come forward. 
 
New York-- Hudson, NY-- Michael Chameides, who has followed the issue closely and 
has already been spreading the word. 
 
Southeast 
Florida 
PUNTA GORDA -- Venessa Rivera is one of many people we met at the NCLR 
conference that expressed interest in the Defend the Honor Campaign. 
 
MIAMI-- Douglas Saballos, president of the local LULAC chapter in Miami, will be a 
representative of the Defend the Honor Campaign. He will also be submitting a tribute 
for his father, a WWII veteran from Nicaragua. 
 
Mid-Atlantic  
North Carolina 
JACKSONVILLE--Michael Cordero will be our Defend the Honor representative in 
his spare time. He is an officer in the Marine Corps.  
 
Thank you ALL! And we urge others to PLEASE STEP FORWARD TODAY!!!  
--30-- 
 
DEFEND THE HONOR- A GRASSROOTS COALITION DEDICATED TO 
CREATING A GREATER AWARENESS OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE LATINO 
WWII GENERATION. 
 


